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French    Politicks. 


S  the  vaft  and  unbounded  Views  of 
the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  in  Purfuic 
of  unrccrfal  Monarchy,  are  again 
difpLiy'd,  and  become  moil:  notori- 
cuily  Evident  and  Conlpicuous,  to 
all  Europe  •  1  am  perfuaded,  that  only  thofe 
who  are  Friends  or  Parafites^  to  that  ambitious, 
fanguinary  Race  of  Mortals,  will  think  the 
Deijgn  of  this  fmall  Tra6t  to  require  an  Apolo- 
gy: Since  our  own  Danger,  involv'd  with  that 
of  Europe,  is  a  fufiicient  Juftification  cf  the  Un- 
dertaking, 

The  Refledion,  that  France  and  Spain 
have  molt  apparently  efpoufed  the  Principles  of 
the  common  Enemy  of  Chriuendcm,  and  niai<e 
his  Maxims  the  Rule  of  their  Conduct  to  obtain 
Univerfal  Empire,  muft  atlord  a  melarchoily 
Profped:  to  all  Denominations  of  Chriltians  ;  in 
regard  it  may  be  difficult  to  determine  under 
which  of  the  two,  they  would  be  molt  humanly, 
treated,  ftiould  either  become  abfoluce  Conquer- 
ors.    For  the'  the  former  profeis  the  better  taith, 
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yet  the  latter  are  more  ccnftant  to  their  Engage- 
ments ;  the  Turk  thinking  it  an  elTential  Part  of 
Religion,  to  keep  his  Word  and  Promifes. 
Whereas  in  the  Sequel  of  this  Difcourfe,  I  will 
fully  demonftrate,  that  neither  Promifes,  Alli- 
ances, Oaths,  or  the  moil  folemn  Engagements, 
have  been  of  any  Efficacy  or  Weight,  with 
France,  whenever  their  Ambition  and  Policy, 
judged  it  neceffary  to  break  and  violate  them. 
In  fuch  Things  they  as  much  exceed  the  Grand 
Seignior,  as  they  rival  him  in  their  Defigns, 
of  grafping  at  unbounded  Dominion,  and  to  be- 
come as  abfolute  Governors  of  the  Weft^  as  He 
is  of  the  Eaji. 

ThiSj  mott  certainly,  was  the  Cafe  of  Charles 
the  Great*  and  confidering  the  prefent  Situa- 
tion of  France,  her  now  Minifters,  may  think 
the  Attempt  equally  pradicable  under  Lewis 
the  15th  ;  and  it  muft  be  confcfled,  that  the 
Motives  and  Temptations  to  excite  them  there- 
to, arc  many  and  pre\alent. 

For,  few  want  to  be  informed,  how  extended 
the  French  Dominions  arc  \  how  vaflly  popu- 
lous, their  Commonalty  •  how  exceedingly  nu- 
merous, their  Nobility  j  who  are  alfo  by  Nat icrc, 
ho  lefs  valiant  and  couragious,  than  by  Art^  ex- 
pert and  skilful  in  War,  and  all  martial  Exer- 
cifes.  The  advantageous  Situation  of  their  Coun- 
try to  annoy  and  with  Eafe  invade  their  adjoining 
Neighbours,  the  happy  Fertility  of  their  Soil,  the 
prodigious  Encreafe  of  their  Manufa(!rlurcs  and  na- 
tive Products,  to  fupply  the  vaft  Demands  of  other 
Countries,  and  the  almolt  immcnfe  Revenues  of 
their  Kings^  who  are  abfolute  in  Will  and  Power, 
are  all  fo  many  moft  undoubted  Advantages  and 
powerful  Incitements,  to  countenance  and  encou- 
rage fuch  Attempts;  and  which,  taken  in  a  joint 
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View,  feem  as  it  were  unitedly  to  confpire,  in  fpur- 
ring  on  their  natural  Inclinations,  to  opprefs  and 
conquer  States  and  Kingdoms,  to  extend  their  Do- 
minions, and  facilitate  the  Accomplilhment  of 
their  long  concerted  Schemes,  to  obtain  that 
Univerfal  Monarchy,  they  have  with  great  Zeal, 
much  Power,  and  a  molt  finp:ular  Ambition,  for 
many  Ages  afpired  after ;  and  which  nothing  next 
to  the  Interpolition  of  Divine  Providence  could 
have  hitherto  prevented,  but  their  frequent  intef- 
tine  Commotions  and  domeftic  Factions,  or  the 
untimely  End  of  fuch  of  their  Princes,  as  were 
chiefly  intent  on  reducing  the  Powers  of  Europe, 
to  the  moll  abject  State  of  Dependency,  andfer- 
vile  SubJe6tion  to  that  of  France. 

Whoever  is  converfant  in  the  Hiftory  of  that 
Kingdom,  and  remembers  the  various  Infurrec- 
tions  and  Rebellions,  that  owed  their  Origin  and 
Birth  to  private  Quarrels  and  DifTentions,  either 
Civil  or  Religious  •  and  which,  tho'  it  many 
Times  occalioned  a  Death  unnatural  to  their 
Princes,  yet  could  not  put  an  End  to  their  na- 
tional Calamities  ;  muft  be  furprizcd  to  think,  how 
that  People  could  furmount  fuch  infuperable 
Difficulties,  and  at  the  fame  Time  fupport  their 
own  Power  and  Dignity  fo  well,  as  to  be  in  a 
Condition,  not  only  to  appeafe  Tumuis  at  Home, 
but  alfo  to  contend,  and  often  bid  fair  for  Uni- 
verfal Dominion  x\broad.  However,  this  affords 
us  a  moft  convincing  Inilance,  that  implacable 
Thirfl  after  Power  abfolute,  is  their  darling  Prin- 
ciple ;  lince  true  it  is,  that  their  Policy  and  Cou- 
rage, fpurred  on  by  the  PafTion  of  Avarice  and 
Ambition,  have  in  all  Ages  been  fuch,  that  no 
fooner  were  their  domcftic  Commotions  quieted 
and  appeafed,  than  they  immediately  difcover*d 
the  fame  refdefs  Spirit  and  infitiable  Lull,  for 
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Univerfal  Empire.  And  how  they  have  attempt- 
ed, to  augment  and  enlarge  their  own  Domi- 
nions, moil  Kingdoms  and  States  in  Europe, 
have  vvofully  experienced,  to  the  great  Lois  and 
Diminution  of  their  own. 

Thus  to  gratiiy  a  moit  vain  and  extravagant 
Ambition,  has  France  at  all  Times  embraced, 
every  the  Icalt  favourable  Opportunity,  to  diflurb 
and  interrupt  the  Peace  and  Quietnefs  of  Man- 
kind. Nor  could  the  moft  enlarged  Conqueits, 
ever  fatiate,  or  fet  Bounds  to  its  Projects  of  ac- 
quiring an  unlimitted,  unextcnded  Power  in  the 
Univerfe. 

And  as  the  fame  Inclination  now  manifeftly 
difplays  itfelf,  I  thought  it  might  conduce  to 
many  good  Purpofes,  to  epitomize  and  ilate  in 
one  View,  from  Hiitory  and  Matter  of  Fa6t,  the 
moil  material  Inilances  of  the  Ambition,  Iniin- 
cerity,  and  Treachery  of  France;  as  well  for 
the  Benefit  of  fuch  as  are  not  able  to  purchafe, 
or  have  not  Leifure  to  perufe  large  Volumes,  as 
demonilrably  to  evince,  that  our  Apprehenilons 
of  Danger  from  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  ought 
never  to  fubfide  or  abate,  till  their  Power  is  re- 
duced to  fuch  Limits,  as  may  fuf^iciently  reftrain 
their  natural  Inclinations,  to  moieit  the  Oppofers 
of  their  impetuous  Will. 

It  will  be  needlefs  to  go  farther  back  than  to 
their  Charles  VIII.  a  Prince,  who  having  by 
force  of  Arms,  firft  united  Britany  to  France, 
determ.ined  alfo  to  conquer  Italy,  for  which" 
Purpofe  he  made  an  Expedition  againrt  Naples, 
and  after  a  War  of  about  forty  Years,  he  became 
Conqueror.  The  great  Puffendorf,  a  moft  ce- 
lebrated Hiflorian,  obfcrves,  '^  That  the  Con-: 
"  quelT:  of  fo  tair  a  Kingdom,  ftrud  Terror  into 
*J  the  Turkish  Emperor  himfclfj  and  was  looked 
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upon  as  a  Thing  of  fuch  Confequence,  by  th$ 
reft  of  the  Princes  of  Europe,  that  the  Emt 
peror,  the  Pope,  the  King  of  Arragon,  Vet 
NICE,  and  Milan,  entrcd  into  a  Confederacy 
todrivethe  Frinch  out  of  Italy."  Sodread- 
ful  was  it  thought,  to  have  Italy  in  the  Hands 
and  Power  of  France. 

The  Ambition  of  the  French  King  Friiric'isY, 
was  fo  Exalted  as  to  contend  for  the  Imperial 
Crown,  with  the  ^Austrian  Family,  when  in 
their  greateft  Grandeur  under  Charles  V.  and  he 
would  moil  certainly  have  fucceeded  therein,  ha- 
ving fecured  feveral  of  the  Ele6torsin  his  Interell, 
had  not  the  Gcrmo/fi  Pi'inces,  from  a  Fear  ths 
French  would  humble  them  too  much,  preferred 
Charles  to  him. 

And  it  muft  be  obferv'd  of  Francis,  that  in 
order  to  accomplilh  his  Deligns  of  Univerfal 
Monarchy,  he  entered  into  a  Treaty  with  the 
Turks  againfl  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  and 
other  Chriftian  Powers,  who  gave  a  great  Diver- 
lion  in  Hungary,  and  took  feveral  Places.  In- 
deed, he  was  the  firft  French  King,  who  after 
a  mod  Chriftian  Manner  craved  the  AfTiftance  of 
the  Turks,  to  deftroy  Chriftians,  in  which  he 
has  been  fince  imitated  by  too  many  of  his  Suc- 
cefTors. 

His  great  Perfidy  and  notorious  Breach  of 
Faith,  appear  in  the  Treaty  made  between  him 
and  Charles  V.  Emperor  of  Germany.  Mv 
Lord  Herbert  in  his  Hiftory  of  Henry  Vllf. 
gives  us  this  Account  of  it.  "  The  Treaty  be- 
*'  twixt  them  being  concluded,  the  Archbilhop 
*'  of  Ambrun,  for  the  laft  Seal  and  Solemniza- 
"  tion  thereof,  faid  Mafs.  This  being  done, 
Francis  came  to  the  Altar,  and  putting  his 
'•  Right  Hand  upon  the  Book  of  the  Evangelifts, 
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which  the  faid  Archbifhop  held,  did  fvvear  by 
the  Sacrament,  and  the  holy  Evangelifts,  not 

to  break  it. Some  Days  after  the  Treaty, 

Charies  the  Emperor  asking  him,  If  he  was 
•*  ilill  willing  to  perform  the  Articles,  Francis 
**  anfwered.  Yes,  and  when  you  find  I  do  not 
"  keep  my  Word  with  you,  I  wifh  and  confent, 
**  that  you  hold  me  for  a  Knave  and  Villain." 
But  neither  the  Solemnity  with  which  this  Trea- 
ty was  made,  nor  his  fubfequent  Declaration  to 
obferve  it,  could  oblige  him  to  a  Performance  • 
for  in  the  My  following,  he  pofitively  refused  to 
confirm  the  Treaty  ;  and  on  the  iid  of  the  fame 
Month,  the  Pope  moll  pioufly  abfolved  him  there* 
from. 

In  the  Year  1 556.  Henry  II.  hisSon,  conclud- 
ed a  Truce  at  Vaucelles  near  Cambray,  with 
the  fame  Emperor,  which  was  fcarce  confirmed 
by  Oath,  when  the  French  broke  it,  at  the  In- 
lligation  of  Pope  Paul  IV.  It  ought  alfo  to  be 
obferv'd  of  this  Henry,  that  he  had  projected 
large  Schemes  for  extending  his  Dominions,  and 
would  moft  certainly  have  fucceeded  therein, 
had  not  a  fudden  unfortunate  Death  prevented 
him,  being  killed  in  a  Turnament  by  the  Splinter 
of  a  Lance  run  into  his  Eye. 

Henry  IV.  of  France,  is  the  next  Prince, 
whofe  Reign  affords  feveral  Inftances  in  fupport 
of  my  Argument :  For  no  fooner  had  he  eftablilhed 
his  Title  to  the  Crown,  by  the  Succefs.of  his 
Arms,  and  reftored  the  Kingdom's  Peace,  then 
interrupted  by  civil  Broils,  but  he  immediately 
turned  his  Thoughts  to  Univerfal  Empire.  To 
cffc6t  which,  he  had  contrived  to  new  model 
Europe  by  reducing  the  Kingdoms  and  Common- 
wealths then  exiHing,  to  a  certain  Number,  and 
under  the  Reftridions  and  Limitations  of  his 
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own  capricious  Will.  A  moft  excellent  Scheme 
to  aggrandize  the  Power  of  France!  With 
this  View  he  furniili'd  his  Arfenals  with  pro- 
digious Quantities  of  Arms,  Ammunition, 
and  Stores  of  War.  In  his  Treafury  he  a- 
mafled  molt  immenfe  Sums  of  Moneys  had  no- 
minated his  bell  and  moll  experienced  Gene- 
rals and  Officers ;  and  had  concerted  Meafures 
with  the  Northern  Crowns,  Holland,  the 
Princes  of  Germany;  the  Ele6lor  of  Bavaria, 
the  Duke  of  Savoy,  the  Swiss,  and  Pope  ;  but 
before  the  fame  could  be  put  in  Execution,  he 
was  alTaffinated  by  Ravi l lac,  whereby  his 
mod  amazing  Proje6ts  were  rendered  abortive. 

The  Perfidy  and  Treachery  of  this  King  were 
no  lefs  remarkable  and  notorious,  than  his  ambi- 
tious Purfuits  after  Univerfal  Monarchy. 

In  the  Year  1596.  a  mutual  League  offenfive 
and  defenfive,  was  ligned  by  Queen  Elizabeth 
and  him  againft  Spain,  and  Iworn  to  on  both 
Sides;  One  Article  whereof  was,  '*  That  neither 
''  of  them  fhould  treat  of  any  feparate  Peace,  but 
*'  always  a6t  in  Conjunction ;"  and  yet  within  the 
Space  of  two  Years,  the  French  King  made  a 
Peace  privately  with  *  Spain. 

The  Speech  of  Barnevelt  the  Dutch  Am- 
baflador  to  the  Conncil  of  France  on  this  Oc- 
calion,  is  fo  very  fingular,  and  pertinent  to  the 
Point  in  Hand,  that  I  beg  leave  to  tranfcribe 
part  of  it.  After  his  Appeal  to  the  French 
King's  Confcience,  whether  he  could  with  Ho- 
nour difcard  their  Intercil,  v^hen  he  had  elpoufed 
it  with  fo  many  repeated  Oaths,  and  that  they 
had  given  no  manner  of  Provocation  to  break 
■with  them  ?     he    concludes   in    thefe   Words, 
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<^  That  fome  Kings  indeed  there  had  been,  who 
*<  had  fo  high  an  ilfteem  for  Grandeur  and  Pre- 
**  rogative,  as  to  bear  none  at  all  to  the  moft 
*'  folemn  Leagues  and  Obligations ;  but  that  the 
*<  Confequence  of  fuch  Proceedings  had  gene- 
"  rally  been  fatal  ^  for,  where  Princes  have  part- 
**  ed  with  their  Faith  and  Honour,  ^tis  next  to 
"  impofTible  they  fhould  fupport  themfclvcs  by 
*'  meer  *  Power/' 

Queen  Elizabeth  no  Icfs  pathetically  expof- 
tulated  with  that  King  at   his  Breach  of  Faith. 
In  one  Letter  to  him  Ihe  thus  cxpreiTes  hcrfelf: 
''  If  there  w^as  fuch  a  vSin  as  that  againft  the  Holy 
**  Ghoji^  it  muft  needs  be  Ingratitude  :  That  if  he 
**  obtained  from  Spain  any  honourable  Condi- 
**  tions  of  Peace,  he  might  thank  England  tor 
**  them  :    That    he  Oiould   not  forfake  an   old 
**■  Friend,  for  fear  the  new  one  ihould  not  match 
'''  him:  That  folemn  Oaths  and  mutual  Compacts, 
*'  were  never  delign'd  for  Snares,    unlefs  by  the 
**  worft  of  \  Men/'     But  the  Reprefentation   of 
the  one,  nor  the  Expoftulation  of  the  other,  could 
not  prevent  his  breaking  the  Treaty  with  Eng- 
land and  Holland  •  and  which foincenfed  the 
English,  that  they  afterwards  ufed  the  Frej^ch 
Ring's  Name,  as  a   Proverb  to   reproach    Ingra- 
titude.    Qi^een  Elizabeth   having  before  in  a 
moft  extraordinary    Manner    fcveral  Times   af- 
lirted  him,  being  one  whom  llieheld  in  the  greateil 
Efteem. 

To  him  fucceeded  Lewis  XIII.  his  Son,  who, 
by  Reafon  of  a  Civil  War  at  Home,  could  not  at 
firft  profccute  the  Defigns  of  his  Predeceflbrs,  by 
employing  the  great  Armory  and  Wealth  left 
him,  in  a  Foreign  Expedition,  yet  it  muft  be  ob- 

*  Coiv^kte  Hijl.  of  England,  Fol.  II.  (JC4.  f  ^^'^-  ^°5' 
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fcrvM,  that  he  had  it  in  View;  for  as  fcoon  as 
Cardinal  Rich  lieu,  and  the  reft  of  his  Minif- 
tcrs,  had  exterminated  their  domcftic  Faciions, 
France  being- fought  to  by  feveral  Princes,  for 
Protcdion  and  Alliltancc  againll  the  Austrian 
Family,  at  that  Time  grown  formidable,  the 
King  readily  embrac'd  the  Opportunity,  noc 
doubting,  but  that  under  a  Pretence  of  aiMing 
weak  Princes,  he  might  in  the  End,  Ihare  a  Pare 
of  their  Principalities,  and  thereby  encreafe  his 
own  Power.  Hereupon,  he  zeaioufly  engaged  in 
that  Entcrprize,  and  in  a  lliort  Time,  conquer'd 
many  Provinces,  and  confiderable  Towns,  in 
Spain,  Italy,  Germany, and  the  Low-Coun- 
tries, which  at  lait  made  thofe  very  Prince^\ 
who  had  implor'd  his  Ailillance,  to  become  as 
jealous  of  his  rifing  Power,  as  they  had  been 
before  of  the  Austrian  Houfc  •  and  to  prevent 
farther  Danger  from  him,  they  contentedly  fub- 
micted  to  their  Lolles,  rather  than  longer  trull: 
a  French  Alliance,  and  which  occafxoned  the 
Treaty  at  Munster. 

I  now  come  to  the  Reign  of  Lewis  XIV.  and 
it  may  be  truly  faid,  that  this  King's  Reign  was 
one  continued  Scene  of  Perfidioufnefs,  Treache- 
ry, and  Ambition  ^  affording  fuch  innumerable 
Inftances,  of  his  m.ighty  and  luccefsful  Attempts, 
to  invade  and  ufurp  ovcr'thc  Power  of  Sovereign 
Princes,  to  extirpate  the  Rights  and  Liberties 
of  Mankind,  and  become  the  fole  Arbiter,  Di- 
re<5tor,  and  Univerfal  Monarch  of  Europej  that  it 
Vv'ould  require  a  large  Volume,  to  give  a  perfei^t 
Relation.  I  will  content  my  felf  with  obferving 
only  fuch  Particulars  as  v/ere  the  molt  flagrant  and 
notoricus. 

C  What 
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What  firft  deferves  Notice,  is  the  Affair  of 
Dunkirk  Anno  1658.  during  his  Minority,  when 
under  the  Dire6tion  of  Cardinal  Mazarin, 
In  the  Treaty  between  Oliver  Cromwel  and 
the  Frknch,  there  was  an  Article,  that  \i Dun- 
kirky  then  poffefled  by  Spain,  Ihould  be  taken,  the 
English  were  to  have  it  immediately  delivered 
to  them,  and  Lock  art  the  Protestor's  Ambaf- 
fador,  had  Orders  to  take  PofleHion  thereof. 

While  the  French  Army  and  English 
Troops  were  marching  to  invelt  the  Town, 
Cromwel  fcntone  Morning  for  the  French  Am- 
ballador  to  Whitehall,  and  publickly  upbraided 
him  for  his  Mailer's  intended  Breach  of  Promife, 
in  giving  fecret  Orders  to  the  French  General, 
to  keep  the  Town  of  Dunkirk,  in  cafe  it  was  taken, 
contrary  to  the  Treaty  between  them. 

The  AmbafTador  proteltcd  he  knew  nothing  of 
the  Matter,  as  indeed  he  did  not ;  and  begg'd 
leave  to  afl'ure  him,  that  no  fuch  Thing  was  in- 
tended. Upon  which  Cromwel  pulled  a  Paper 
out  of  his  Pocket,  Here^  fays  he,  is  a  Copy  of  the 
Cardinal's  Order ;  and  I  deftre  you  to  difp.itch  im- 
mediately an  ExprcfSj  to  let  him  know,  that  I  am 
7Wt  to  be  impofed  on ;  and  if  he  deliver  not  up  the 
Keys  of  the  Town  0/  Dunkirk  to  Lockart,  within 
an  Hour  after  it  jhall  be^  taken ,  tell  him  I  will  come 
in  Perfon^  and  demand  them  at  the  Gates  of  Paris. 
The  MelTage  had  its  due  Etfcd:,  and  not  only 
Dunkirk  was  delivered  up  to  the  English,  but 
to  palliate  the  Matter,  the  Duke  and  Marfhal 
Creq_uy  was  difpatched  to  England  Ambaf- 
fador  Extraordinary,  attended  with  a  numerous 
and  fpicndid  Train  of  Perfons  of  Quality,  to 
compliment  Cromwel,  among  whom  was  a 
Prince  of  the  Blood,  and  the  Cardinal's  Nephew, 
■who  brought  a  Letter   from  his  Uncle   to  the 
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Protestor,  full  of  the  higheft  Expreffions  of  Re- 
fpc6t,  and  affuringhim  ofthcprofoundell:  Venera- 
tion for  his  Perfon.  But  however  fincere  the  Cardi- 
nal might  be,  in  his  Declaration  of  Efteem  for  the 
Protect  tor,  yet  certain  it  was,  he  fear'd  him  fo  much, 
as  to  change  Countenance  at  the  Mention  of  his 
Name  ;  and  it  became  a  Proverb  in  France, 
'That  he  was  more  afraid  of  Oliver  than  of 
the  De'vil. 

This  Affair  of  Dunkirk  affords  us  no  Jefs  an 
Inftance  of  the   Treachery    and   Infincerity    of 
France,  at  that  Time,  than  of  the  amazing  fe- 
cret  Intelligence  which   Cromwel  had,  of  the 
Intrigues  of  other  Courts,  and  of  his  Power  and 
Influence  Abroad.     Indeed,  it  mull  be  acknow- 
ledged, that  few  Princes  ever  exerted  their  Pre- 
rogative  fo    much   as  he  did,    efpecially  in  his 
Treaties  with  crown'd  Heads.    Two  remarkable 
Inflances  whereof,  the   fam'd  Hiflcrian  Pufen- 
DORF   gives  us,  in  his  Life  of  the    Eleftor  of 
Brandenburg  ;    the  one  was,    that  in  Crom- 
Wel's  Treaty  with  France  againft  Spain,  he 
would  not  allow  the  French  King  to  call  him- 
felfKing  of  P^RANCE,  but  only  of  the  French: 
Whereas  he  took  to  himfelf,  not  only  the  Title 
of   Prote^or    of  England,    but    likewife   of 
France.     The  other  is  yet  more  furprizing,  and 
almofl   incredible,  was  it  not  for  the  Authority 
of  the  fame  great  Hiilorian,  viz.  That  in  the  In- 
ftrument  ofthe  faid  Treaty,  the  Proteftor's  Nairc 
was  put  before  the  French  King's.     This  fmail 
Digreflion,  on  account  of  the   Singularity  of  it, 
will,  I  hope,  be  excufed. 

The  next  Inllance  I  Ihall  produce  of  their  In- 
fincerity, or  rather  Treachery,  relates  to  the  Py- 
'REisTEAN  Treaty,  made  between  France  and 
Spain,  Anno  i6jp. 
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It  muil  be  obferv'd,  that  the  Motives  which 
induced  the  Spaniards  to  enter  into  this  Treaty 
with  France,  were  two :  Firft,  That  the  French 
Ihould  not  afford  the  kail  Affiftance  to  Portu- 
gal, Vvho  was  then  labouring  to  throw  off  the 
Spanish  Yoke:  Secondly,  That  the  Infanta  of 
Spain,  upon  her  then  intended  Marriage  with 
Lewis  XIV.  (which  Match  was  propofed  as  the 
Cement  of  that  Treatyj  Ihould  make  a  Renun- 
ciation, confirmed  and  ratified  by  the  King  of 
France,  of  all  Pretences,  Titles,  or  Claims 
whatfoever,  to  the  Spanish  Monarchy,  and  every 
Part  of  the  Dominions  thereof. 

As  to  the  abandoning  of  Portugal,  the; 
French  King  obliged  himfelf  to  it  in  thefe 
Words  :  ^'  His  faid  Majelly  of  France,  will 
*'  intermeddle  no  farther  in  the  faid  Bufinefs  *, 
''  and  doth  promife  and  oblige  himfelf,  upon  his 
"  Honour,  and  upon  the  Faith  and  TFord  of  a 
*'  Ki/7gj  both  for  himfelf  and  his  Succefibrs, 
"  not  to  give  to  any  Perfon  cr  Perfons  whatfo- 
"  ever,  either  at  prefcnt  or  in  the  future,  any 
^'  Help  or  Affiftance,  neither  public  nor  fccret, 
*'  dirediy  nor  indireclly,  of  Men,  Arms,  Am- 
*'  munition.  Victualling,  Veffels,  nor  Moncj-, 
"  under  any  Pretence,  nor  any  other  Thing  what- 
'^'  focvcr,  by  Land  or  by  Sea,  nor  in  any  other 
**  Manner:  As  likewife  not  to  fuffer  any  Levies 
"  to  be  made  in  any  Part  of  his  Kingdoms  and 
'^  Dominions  j  nor  to  grant  a  Paffagc,  to  any 
*'  that  might  come  from  other  Countries,  to  the 
"  Relief  of  the  faid  Kingdom  of  Portugal." 

And  was  it  poffiblc  for  the  Wit  of  Man,  to 
have  a  Treaty  couch'd  in  Terms  more  deter- 
minate, cautious,  andexprefs,  where|;)y  toprcvenc 
France  iroFii  affifting  Portugal^  the  main 
Point  the  Spaniards  aimed  at  by  that  Alliance, 
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and  intended  Marriage  ?  And  yet  a  Treaty 
penn'd  in  V/ords  the  raoil  judicious  and  clear, 
the  mod  folemn  and  facrcd,  how  was  it  atter- 
wards  performed  and  executed  ?  Why !  bctore  ic 
was  even  fign*d,  the  mod  eminent,  2.Tid  truly  pious 
Cardinal  Mazarin,  fenttheMarquifsof  Chenes, 
privately  into  Portugal,  to  a(iure  the  Portu- 
guese, that  tho'  he  could  not  avoid  having  luch 
Words  in  the  Treaty,  as  obliged  France  not 
to  affift  them,  yet  they  might  be  fully  fatisfied, 
that  his  Mailer  would  as  effectually  aid  and  fuccour 
them,  as  before  it  was  made  \  which  indeed  prov'd 
a  certain  Truth ;  for  the  Bonfires  that  had  been 
kindled  in  Spaik,  for  Joy  of  the  Peace,  were 
not  quite  extinguifhed,  when  the  French  dif- 
play'd  their  Treachery  in  a  moll  notorious  Breach 
of  the  Treaty,  by  lending  ccnfider.ible  Forces, 
Arms,  and  Ammunition  into  Portugal.  Nay, 
as  if  that  was  not  fufRcient,  to  cxprcfs  their  Per- 
fidy, they  gave  a  further  Inftance  of  it  -,  ior 
when  the  Spansih  Ambaflador  ccmplain'd  of 
the  Infraction  of  the  Treaty  fo  evidently  made, 
the  French  Minifters  deluded  him  by  a  fpc- 
cious  Pretence  of  iffuing  public  Orders  to  the  Go- 
vernors of  their  Ports,  that  no  Soldiers,  or  Arms, 
fnould  be  permitted  to  embark  for  Portugal  ; 
and  yet  at  the  fame  Time,  moll  perfidioufly  i'ent 
private  Inftruftions  to  fuch  Governors,  to  connive 
at  their  Palfage.  The  Truth  of  thefe  Things  ap- 
pear'd,  both  frcm  undoubted  Fa6ts,  and  cer- 
tain Letters,  that  palled  between  the  French 
Minifter  Mounfieur  de  Lyon,  and  the  Archbilhcp 
of  Ambrun,  to  Monlieur  Schomberg,  inter- 
cepted by  the  Minifters  of  Spain. 

It  alio  was  difcovered  by  thofc  intercepted 
Letters,  that  focn  after  P'r an ce  had  made  Peace 
with    Spain,   fne   fomented  the    War  of  the 
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Portuguese,  hindred  them  from  accepting  very 
advantageous  Terms  trom  Spain,  and  even  pro- 
mifed  them  Afliftance  not  only  for  their  Defence, 
but  to  enable  them    to    a6l  ofteniively    againlt 

SPAiNi 

The  Affair  of  Portugal,  was  not  the   only 
Inftanceof  the  French  Violation  of  that  Trea- 
ty ;    for  foon    after   the  Death   of  Phi  lip  lY. 
then   King  of  Spain,   the   French  King  laid 
claim  to  the  Spanish  Netherlands,     contrary 
to  the   Renunciation  made  and   molt  folewnly 
fworn   to  ;  and   taking  Advantage  of  their  own 
good  Circumftanccs^  and  the  ruinous  decay'd  State 
of  Spain,  alfo  at  a   Time  that  England  and 
Holland  were  ummttirally  engag'd  in  War,  they 
entered  Flanders  with  a  vaft  Army,  and  with- 
out much   Refiftance,    took   Charkroy,   T'ournay^ 
LiJJe^    Douay,  y^tidefjard,   &c.  which  fo  alarm'd 
other  Powers,  as  to  halten  a  Peace  betwen  Eng- 
land and  Holland,   and  foon  after  to  effe6t  the 
the  Triple  Alliance,  between  England,  Swe- 
den,  and  Holland,  for  the    Prefervation    of 
the  Spanish  Netherlands. 

Nor  in  thefe  Things  only  did  the  Treachery, 
and  great  Infincerity  of  France  appear,  in  re- 
fpe(5t  to  the  Obfervation  of  the  Pyre ne an 
IVeaty,  but  even  in  other  Circumflances  no  lefs 
furprifing,  and  of  a  mofl  lingular  perfidious  Na- 
ture.    I  will  mention  Particulars. 

The  Marquifs  De  La  Fuente,  AmbafTador 
Extraordinary  of  Spain  to  France,  having  Or- 
ders to  return,  and  being  jealous  that  the  great 
Preparations  then  making  in  France,  were  in- 
tended againlt  Spain,  he  much  prelTed  the 
French  King,  to  give  his  Miftrefs,  the  Queen 
Regent,  fome  new  AfTurances,  that  they  were 
not  intended  againlt  her.    Upon  this  the  King, 
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with  all  poffible  Affevcration ,  engaged  bis  Royal 
Word,  and  Faitb,  that  he  would  rcligioufly  keep 
the  Peace,  and  live  in  perfeft  Amity  with  her, 
and  the  young  King  her  Son.  Nay,  the  French 
Kincr's  AmbalTador,  the  Archbilhop  of  Ambrun, 
*  after  the  French  Army  had  adually  begun  Hof- 
tilities,  did  by  his  Malter's  Order  in  'verho  Sacer^ 
dotiSy  and  upon  all  that  is  moll  facred  among 
Papifts,  vow  and  proteft  to  the  Queen  Regent, 
that  he  knew  his  Mailer  would  not  break  with 
the  King  of  Spain  ;  when  yet  a  few  Days  brought 
News  to  the  Spanish  Court,  of  the  Hoftilities 
the  French  had  committed  in  Flanders,  waft- 
ing their  Country,  and  taking  their  Towns,  as 
belbre  related. 

From  hence  we  fee,  what  little  Dependance 
there  is,  on  the  Word  of  a  French  King,  or 
his  Minifters,  as  to  their  moft  folcmn  Engage- 
ments. That  a  Treaty  fo  ferioufly  made,  ce- 
mented by  Marriage,  confirmed  by  Oath,  and 
the  moft  facred  Myfteries  of  their  Religion,  fhould 
be  thus  violated,  and  the  Breach  thereof  alfo  at- 
tended with  fo  many  linifter,  aggravated  Circum- 
ftances,  is  a  Fad  fcarccly  to  be  parallelled  by 
any  Infidel  Nation.  However,  it  may  ferve  to 
teach  us  a  ufeful  Leflbn,  that  from  the  Experi- 
ence of  former  Times,  it  appears,  that  no  Word, 
Oath,  Treaty,  or  Renunciation,  is  of  any  Avail 
with  France,  or  Security  to  us,  if  it  happens 
to  ftand  in  Competition  with  their  imperious  am- 
bitious Views. 

The  Duke  of  Lorain,  was  another  Prince, 
who  experienced  the  Treachery,  and  woful  Ef- 
fe6ls  of  the  French  Power,  in  a  Breach  of  the 
Pyrenean  Treaty,  whereby  his  Intereftsas  well 
as  Spain,  were  provided  for;  it  being  therein 
agreed,  that   his  Dutchy  Ihould  be  rcltored  to 
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him,  with  all  the  Places  and  Towns  he  former- 
ly poiielTed,  v/ithin.  the  Bifhopricks  of  Msntz^ 
d^out^  and  Verdim.  But  obferve  how  the  FRENCii 
kept  their  Faith  with  this  poor  Prince.  They 
firit  refufed  to  return  him  his  Country,  till  they 
compelled  him  to  make  another  Treaty,  by 
which  he  was  forced  to  part  with  more  confi- 
derable  Places  than  had  been  agreed  to  by 
the  General  Peace  -^  and  after  nine  Months  pre- 
carious Enjoyment  of  what  remained,  they  con- 
ftrained  him  by  Force  of  Arms,  to  give  up 
Marfal. 

Soon  after  this  they  oblig'd  him  to  fign  a  new 
Treaty,  flill  more  difadvantageous  to  him  than 
either  of  the  former;  and  yet  fo  infatiable  was 
their  Appetite  after  Univerfal  Dominion,  that 
they  would  not  fuffer  the  unhappy  Duke,  quietly 
to  enjoy  the  little  left  him  ;  for  they  every  Day  en- 
croach'd  onhisJurifdidion,the  Limits  of  his  Terri- 
tories, and  his  own  Sovereign  Power:  They  impo- 
fed  heavy  Taxes  on  his  Subje6ls,  oblig'd  him  to  dif- 
band  his  Forces,  and  whenever  they  pleafed  to 
raife  others :  They  kept  him  from  revenging  his 
own  Quarrels,  to  take  Part  infuch  as  they  would 
recommend  \  and  when  he  feem'd  to  exert  him- 
felfjthey  let  loofehis  Enemies  againll  him,  and  ftopt 
the  Progrefsof  his  Arms.  In  Truth,  he  appear'd  to 
be  more  a  Vallal  to  Fr  anc  e,  than  Sovereign  in  his 
own  Country.  Nor  would  this,  or  any  Thing 
lefs  than  all  he  had,  fatisfy  the  Demands  of 
France  ;  and  therefore,  when  the  Duke  ex- 
prclTed  a  Senfe  of  this  arbitrary  Treatment,  they 
refcnted  it  fo  much,  as  to  order  one  of  his  Gene- 
rals to  furprize  and  fcize  his  Perfon,  and  bring 
him  either  dead  or  alive.  But  he  was  fortu- 
flate,  in  having  timely  notice  of  the  Defign,  fo 
as  to  eicape  before  it  was  executed. 
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This  Treatment  of  the  Duke,  as  one  judlcloufly 
obfcrves,  "  avtj  a  miv  •w^iy  of  dealing  with  a  So' 
"  ""cereign  Prince^  not  kficuvt  in  thefe  Parts  of  the 
"  World  \  and  it  may  teach  all  othet  Princts  what 
"  to  truji  to  in  Treating^  and  what  to  expeoi  from 
"  fiich  monfvcHs  Neigl:>bjirs  ;  and  affords  a  vitLvi' 
"  choly  ProfpecJ^  that  we  may  t* re  long  fee  the  Wejl 
"  governed  i>y  Bafljaws,  as  well  as  the  Eajl**  In- 
deed, nothing  can  more  convincingly  difplay  to 
Gs,  the  Pride  and  Ambition,  the  Dejign  and  In- 
tention of  France,  to  acquire  a  dcfpocic,  tyra- 
niz,ing  Power  over  others,  than  what  this  Inllancc 
affords  •  iince  none  but  one  who  wanted  to  be  an 
abfolute  Univerfal  Monarch,  \\  ould  pr-etend  to  an 
arbitrary  Power  of  dilplacing  of  Princes,  and 
difpofing  of  their  Lives,  Liberties,  and  Poifef- 
fions. 

I  fhall  conclude  thcfe  Cbfervations,  in  the 
Words  oi  Eifhop  Kennet,  which  will  both  il- 
luftrate  and  corroborate  the  Truth  of  them. 
Speaking  of  the  Pyr en'ean  Treaty,  fays  he, 
"  As  it  was  made  in  the  dcepeft  D'ffirnulation  and 
*'  Treachery^  fo  almoll  tv^r)' Article  of  it  was  vio- 
"  lated  by  the  French.  In  refpe6t  to  Portu- 
"  GAL,  to  the  Prince  of  Conde,  to  the  Duke  of 
"  Lor  RAIN,  and  in  all  likelihood  in  refped:  to 
"  England,  and  with  Reference  to  moji  other 
''  Things  and  Perfons-^  even  the  main  Article  of 
''  all,  and  without  which  the  Spaniards  would 
"  never  have  endured  the  Match,  was,  for  ths 
*•  Infanta  before  and  after  Marriage,  to  difclaini 
''  for  hcrfclf,  and  her  Heirs,  all  Manner  of 
"  Right  and  Tide,  to  the  Kingdom  of  Spain, 
"  or  any  of  its  Dominions  •  and  yet  this,  that 
*'  was  the  Cement  of  all  the  other  Articles,  has 
"  been  now  atlallmoll:  fhamefuUy  broken.  Un- 
''  der  fuch  7>>  Scene  of  PerfidionfNefs^'ii   was  the 
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*'  lels  Wonder,  that  Mazarin  fhould  deal  {a 
*^  inhumnnly  by  King  Charles  II.  and  Ihould  e- 
"  ven  inftru6t  the  French  AmbafTador  Bqr- 
"  DEAux  in  England,  to  hinder  the  King's 
*'  Return,  and  even  to  fet  up  another  Ufurper  a- 
'*  gainft  him.  But  French  Politicks  have  been  al- 
*'  ways  falfe  and  fatal,  to  the  true  Intereji  of  oar 
**  Englilh  Monarchy.'^  *  4 

What  the  Bilhop  meant  by  the  Hint  of  Ma- 
zarin's  Endeavour  to  hinder  the  King's  Re- 
turn, and  fct  up  another  Ufurper  againft  him, 
is  more  fully  explain*d  by  Mr.  Lock,  in  his  Me- 
moirs of  the  Earl  of  Shaftsbury,  which  being 
a  Pare  of  Hiftory  that  few  are  acquainted  with, 
it  may  be  acceptable  to  recite  the  FalTagc,  Mr. 
Lock  fays, 

"  That  Monk,  had  agreed  with  the  French 
*'  Ambaflador,  to  take  the  Government  on  him- 
*'  felf,  by  whom  he  had  a  Promife  from  Maza- 
"  rin  of  Affiftance  from  France,  to  fupport 
*'  him  in  this  Undertaking.  This  Bargain  was 
**  ftruck  between  them  late  at  Night,  but  not  fo 
<'  fecretly,  but  that  Monk's  Wife,  who  had 
"  polled  herfelf  behind  the  Hangings,  where 
'^  Ihe  could  hear  all  that  palfed,  finding  what 
''  was  refolv'd  on,  fent  immediately  Notice  of 
**  it  by  her  Brother  Clarges,.  to  Sir  Anthony 
*'  Ashley  Cooper,  (aftermade  Earl  of  Shaft  s- 
'^  BURY.j  She  was  zealous  for  the  Reftoration 
**  of  the  King,  and  had  promifed  Sir  Antho- 
''  NY  to  watch  her  Husband,  and  inform  him 
*'  from  Time  to  Time  how  Matters  went ;  upon 
**  this  Sir  Anthony  fummoncd  the  Council  of 
'*  State,  and  before  them,  indire6tly  charging 
"  Monk  with  what  he  had  learned,  propofed, 
*f  that  to  remove  all  Scruples,  Monk  would  at 

•  CemphatHffl.rcl.  III.  22(5. 
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**  that  inftantj  take  away  the  Commiflions  of 
**  fuch  and  fuch  Officers  in  his  Army,  and  give 
*'  them  to  thole  he  fhouldName.  By  this  Means 
*'  the  Army  ceafed  to  be  at  Monk's  Devotion, 
"  and  was  put  into  Hands,  that  would  not  ferve 
^*  him,  in  the  Delign  he  had  undertaken/' 

This  fecret  Hiftory  is  a  moft  undeniable  Proof 
of  the  great  Power,  Influence,  and  Intereft  which 
the  French  had  in  our  Civil  Wars,  as  alfo  of 
their  Inlincerity,  and  Treachery  to  our  King 
Charles,  whofe  Reftoration  they  had  with  ma- 
ny folemn  Aflurances  engag'd  to  efpoufe,  tho'  by 
this  it  is  evident  they  privately  aded  in  diredl 
Oppolition  thereto. 

The  next  Thing  I  ijball  confider,  is  their  (in- 
(cere,  upright  Carriage  towards  us,  and  the 
PuTCH,  in  the  Reign  of  Charles  II. 

That  the  French  inftigated,  and  at  laft 
cfFeded  a  War  between  us  and  them  in  the  Year 
1665.  no  Perfon  converfant  in  Hiftory,  can  be 
well  ignorant  of.  Mr.  Secretary  Bennet  himfelf, 
in  a  Letter  to  Sir  Richard  Fanshaw,  our  Am- 
baflador  at  Spain,  dated  the 27th  of  yfpr/7 1665. 
admits  the  Truth  of  it :  Says  he,  "  There  be 
^  ^^  many  Inftances  to  prove  that  a  War  with  the 
**  Dutch  was  pulhed  on  by  the  French  and 
''  Popilh  Intereft,  and  even  the  Mediation  of  the 
*'  Frenck  King,  wasbuta  Feint,  to  fet  us  more 
^'  effedually  together  by  the  Ears.  Our  Miniiters 
"  faw  it,  and  in  Eifed  confefs'd  it."  And  it  is 
well  obferv'd  by  Bilhop  Kennet  *,  That  tho* 
the  King  of  France  had  promifed  to  affift  the 
Dutch  in  the  War,  and  their  greateft  Hopes  and 
Dependence  were  in  the  French  King,  yet  he 
only  fent  them  a  Supply  of  fome  fickly  Troops, 
who  could  do  no  other  Service,  but  that  of  in- 

■  *  Kennet's  Hifi.  Vol,  III.  p,  219. 
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fefting  a  Camp,  and  therefore  were  font  to 
Quarter  in  the  BraJideubu-rghcrs  Country,  as  if  going 
merely  for  French  Air.  Nay,  it  afterwards 
plainly  appeared,  that  the  French  purpofcly  de- 
clined joining  the  Dutch  againlt  us,  that  they  and 
we  might  deftroy  one  another. 

But  the  French  King's  Policy  and  Treachery 
during  the  Dutch  War,  was  yet  more  remarkably 
odious  ;  for  inftead  offending  his  promifed  Fleet, 
toaffirt  the  Dutch  J  hefcntit  to  deftroy  the  Eng- 
lish in  their  Plantations,  upon  the  Le'ward 
'JJlands^  and  almoft  totally  expelled  the  Eng- 
lish out  of  St,  Cbriftophers^  and  interrupted 
all  the  Trade  in  thofe  Parts.  Their  Bafenefs 
in  this  Affair,  notorioufly  evinces  their  Enmi- 
ty towards  us,  and  which  is  impoffible  for  them 
to  conceal. 

The  Year  1672.  is  alfo  fruitful  of  feveral  Oc- 
currences, and  iupplies  me  with  many  Materials, 
to  cmbellifli  and  farther  illullrate  the  Truth  and 
Certainty  of  the  Argument  I  am  engaged  in. 

Then  it  was,  that  England  and  France  de- 
clared War  againft  the  Dutch,  and  as  in  the 
former  War,  the  French  ¥\zztwere  to  join  the 
Dut^h  againft  us,  fo  in  this,  they  were  to  join 
the  English  againft  them ^  tho*  with  equal 
Caution  not  to  hght  themfclves,  but  onlv  to 
be  Spedlators  of  our  beating  each  other.  This 
appeared  in  the  very  firit  Engagement,  for  tho* 
the  French  had  moll:  Sea-Room,  when  the 
Fight  began,  and  might  have  eafily  done  much 
Damage  to  the  Dutch,  and  thereby  great  Service 
to  the  English,  yet  they  only  lired  ataDillance, 
and  moil  of  their  Shot  fell  ihort ;  and  it  i.s  ge- 
nerally bejievedthatthe  French  Admiral,  Count 
De  Estrees,  had  fecret  Orders  not  to  expofe 
too  much  his  Majelly's  Ships,    but  to  kt  the 

Eng- 
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English  and  Dutch  Fleets  engage,   and   de- 
flroy  each  other. 

Tho'  the  French  were  thus  paciHck  at  Sea, 
on  Land  they  took  off  the  Mask,  and  made  fuch 
prodigious  rapid  Conquefts,  as  to  put  the  States 
in  a  perfect  Conflcrnation.  Nay,  their  Terror  and 
Apprehenhons  ot- Danger,  were  fo  great,  as  to 
remove  from  the  Hague  to  ^tnflerdam,  for  their 
better  Security,  opening  the  Sluices,  and  laying 
the  Country  round  under  Water,  to  the  Damage 
of  at  leaft  eighteen  Millions  of  Gelders.  For  by 
'Jtffje  2,8.  the  French  were  within  four  Leagues 
c^ Rotterdam,  and  about  the  fame  Dirtance  from 
Amjicrdam^  with  a  Royal  Army  of  at  leaft 
1 1  Scoo  Foot,  and  26cco  Horfe,  compofed  of 
the  belt  Troops  that  had  been  ever  feen,  com- 
manded by  two  of  the  greateft  Generals  of  the 
Age,  the  Prince  of  Conde  and  the  Marllial  Tu- 
RENNE,  and  who  being  encouraged  by  the  King 
in  Perfon,  carried  all  before  them  like  an  im- 
petuous Torrent. 

Thefe  fudden  and  furpriling  Victories,  both 
amazed  and  terrified  the  Dutch  ;  and  the  States 
General,  as  well  as  De  Wit,  mult  have  been 
facrificed  to  the  Rage  and  Fury  of  the  People, 
had  they  not  immediately  come  to  a  Refolution, 
to  revoke  the  perpetual  Edi^t,  by  which  they 
had  oblig'd  themfelves  never  to  admit  of  a 
Stadtholder,  and  reltore  the  then  Prince  of 
Orange,  ^afterwards  their  and  our  glorious 
Deliverer)  to  that  Hereditary  Honour  \  and 
there  feems  to  be  almolt  equal  NecefTity  now, 
that  the  Remains  of  our  immortal  Hero^  Ihould 
have  conferr'd  on  him  the  fame  Honours  his 
great  Anceltors  enjoy'd,  that  the  Prowefs  of 
France  may  again  be  humbled,  before  ic 
becomes  impracticable, 
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Thcfc  Refolutions  of  the  States,  however  ne~ 
cefTary  at  that  Time,  yet  were  not  fufficient  to 
appeai'e  the  dreadful  Apprchenfions  they  labour'd 
under ;  for  they  forthwith  fent  Deputies  to  the 
King  of  England,  to  reprefent  the  comraoniDan- 
gcr  of  Europe,  and  the  Neceffity  of  reftraining  the 
violent  Progrefs  of  the  Fr  ench  Arms :  Upon  which 
King  Charles  II-  appointed  AmbaffadorsExtraor^ 
dinary  and  Plenipotentiary,  to  treat  jointly  with 
fuch  as  fhould  be  appointed  by  the  moft  Chrif- 
tian  King,  with  any  Deputies  or  Commiffioners 
of  the  States.  But  the  French  King's  imperious 
Anfwer  to  the  Ambaffadors,  is  fo  expreffive  of 
the  fuperlative  Pride,  and  impetuous  Ambition, 
of  that  fuperb  haughty  Monarch  Lewis  XIV. 
that  it  would  be  unpardonable  not  to  give  it. 
The  Words  were, 

'That  the  King  0/ England  might  treat  as  he 
pjeafed^  hut  that  what  he  himfelf  had  got  by  his 
Arm 5 J  was  his  own^  and  that  what  hepould  get^  he 
would  not  rejiore  without  an  Eqiii-caknt, 

By  this  Anfwer  we  may  (ee  what  little  Re- 
gard France  pays  to  any  mediating  Powers, 
when  ever  their  good  Offices,  conliil  not  with 
their  Views  of  obtaining  abfolute  and  Univerfal 
Dominion;  and  farther,  that  whatever  France 
once  conquers,  fhc  will  keep  PofTeiTion  of. 

A  Writer  of  good  Note  in  the  Reign  of  King 
Charles  the  Second,  gives  us  fo  particular  a  Rela- 
tion of  the  Conduft  oi  Fr  a  n  c  e  at  that  Time,  that 
I  beg  leave  to  tranfcribe  the  PalTage. 

"  It  were  both  needlefs  and  tedious  to  tell,  how 
*'  well  they  have  obferved  their  Treaties  with 
**  Holland,  feeing  they  cannot  fo  much  as  af- 
*'  fign  the  leaft  Caufe  of  the  War  they  now  mal*;e 
*'  againft  them,  unlefs  to  pleafe  the  moft  Chriliian 
**  King,  hy  putting  all  Europe  in  a  FIa',-ic^    ia 

"  hopes 
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^^  hopes  oHringifig  all  under  his  Snbjecfion.  How- 
**  ever  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  obferve,  how 
"  they  praitifed  their  Arc,  upon  that  notable  Fox 
**  the  Bilhop  of  Munstef«,  how  they  not  only 
"  Jurch'd  him  during  his  Conteft  with  the  Uni- 
"  TED  Provinces,  but  their  French  Troops 
"  fell  alfo  upon  him,  and  endangered  the  Lofs 
*'  of  his  Country :  How  they  another  Tims 
**  brought  him  about  to  lurch  us  in  England, 
*'  by  reducing  him  to  a  Xeceffiry  of  feparating 
"  from  our  Interell,  after  he  had  receiv'd  At- 
"  fiftancc  from  us  in  a  good  Sum  of  Money: 
*'  How  they  hinder'd  the  Swedes  from  arming 
"  in  our  Favour,  and  fwayed  Denmark  from 
*'•  our  Party,  during  our  War  with  the  Dutch, 
*'  and  even  at  the  fame  Time,  when  France 
*'  feem'd  to  favour  us  againlt  Holland.  And 
**  it  hath  been  often  publilhM,  that  they  fpurred 
"  on  the  Dutch  to  affhnt  us  in  the  R'rcer  HbameSy 
*^  thinking  thereby  to  exafpcrare  us  fo  much  a- 
*'  gainft  Holland,  as  to  render  us  irreconcile- 
'*  able,  and  engage  us  fo  longr  in  War,  till  the 
"  Men  and  Shipping  of  each  other  were  walled 
*'  and  worn  out,  that  we  might  be  the  lefs  able 
*'  to  oppofe  Franc::,  who  was  at  that  Time 
"  meditating  and  forming  fuch  a  mighty  Ad- 
''  Vance  of  her  own  Naval  Power,  as  might  en- 
**  able  her  to  contend  asiainll  us  both,  when  we' 
*  Ihould  lee  it  our  Intereft  to  unite  againft  her  ; 
"  and  the  Truth  is,  the  French  Minifters  did 
"  herein  a(^  very  politically  •  for  they  well 
**  knew,  that  in  crdc;-  to  their  main  End  o'j grafp^ 
*'  ing  all-j  they  ought  to  dread  mthing  more^  than  a 
*'  durabk  Friendjbip^  I'st-jL'cen  us  and  the  TJsited 
*'  Provinces,  as  what  alone  can  fel>  Bounds  to 
"  their  Ambition^  and  redeem  Europe  from  that 
"  Toke  which  they  are  framing  and  dsvijt'ngy  hxrjf 
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"  to  put  alout  our  Necks.     Therefore  it  was  dex- 

"  trouily  done  of  them,  to  find  out  a  fine  Art'n 

*'  tifce  of  'Treachery  to  delude  us  Ipotb,  and  fpin  out 

''  th-it  War;  for  in  the  very  Heat   of  the  War, 

"  they  kept  Negotiations  Itill  on  Foot,  both  in 

"  England  and  at  the  Hague,  put  on  a  Difgtiife 

*'  of  Mediation^  pretending  to  make  us  Friends; 

"  and  to  that  Purpofe  made  Overtures  and  Pro- 

'*  pofuls  of  Peace.     It  might  be  told  who  were 

*'  the  Inftruments  on  both  Sides,  to  pufli  on  their 

"  Projeft  of  lUuilon  upon  us  fo  far,  that  we  in 

*'  England  were  allured   by  the  French,  that 

''  the  Dutch  were  fo  well   inclined  to  Peace, 

"  that   they  intended   to   lay    up  their  Men  of 

*'  War  ;  but  at  tkiefayne  Time  /^^  French  tinder^ 

hand  prcjjld  the   Dutch  with  all  Vigour  and 

"  Earnejlnefs  imaginable  againji  us,  and  to  Jit  out 

"  their  Men  of  War  again,  promiftng   that  rather 

,*  than  fail,  they  would  join  their  own  Ships  with 

*'  the  Dutch  ^■'g^i'^ft  ti^-     It  was  upon  a  SuppoJi- 

'*  tion  the  French  were  true  to  us  at  that  Time, 

*'  in  carrying    on  their  pretended  Propofals  of 

"  Peace,  that  we  were  made  fecure,  llackened 

''  our  Preparations  that  Year,  and  fo  a  Surprize 

"  follovv^'d  upon  it  ^  for  the  Dutch  having  been 

"  tarantalated  with  a  FKE^^cnBriezein  their  Tails^ 

*'  danced  after  the  Leffcn  they  had  fet  them^  and  fo 

''  entered  our  River  as  high  as  Chatham.     It  was 

*'  their  Pretence  of  bringing  about  a  Peace  that  ren- 

'^  dered  us  fecure,  when  indeed  we  had  no  Security  but 

''  in  W'ar,   or  Peace  oj  our  own  making  \  which  may 

"  ftiflicie7itly  inJlruSl  us  at  our  own  Coji^  what  Se- 

''  curity  is  to  be  expecfed  from  French  Amity  and 

*'  Treaty."     Thus   far  my  Author. 

I  hope  the  Reader  will  pardon  the  Length  of 
this  Quotation,  it  being  pertinent  to  my  prcfent 
Defign,  and  fo  very  applicable  to  the  Condud  of 
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France,  and  the  Situation  of  Europe  at  this 
Jundurc  ;  nor  does  it  require  any  Reflections, 
the  Dcfcription  being  fo  plain  andeafy.! 

The   Perfidy  of  France   does  not  only  ap- 
pear towards  Princes  and  States,  but  fuch  Re- 
bels and  Traytors,    as  they  have   with    Money- 
encouraged  to  betray  their  own  Country,  have 
alfo  experienced  the  lame  ;  for  in  the  Year  1672. 
when  they  faw  the  Emperor  would  in  earneft  af- 
fift  the  Dutch,  in  order  to  divert  him  therefrom, 
they  offered  to  deliver  into  his  Hands  allthe  Ori- 
ginal Letters  and  Papers  they  received  from  their 
bribed  Friends  and  Creatures  in  Poland,  that 
had  confederated  againft  the  King  of  Poland  the 
Emperor's  Brother-in-Law",  that  they  might  take 
what  Courfe  they  thought  fit  againft  the  Tray- 
tors.    An   Incident  in  Hiftory  which  ought  to 
give  Caution,  to  all  Nations,  how  they  corrc- 
fpond  with  the  French,  and  concert  any  Mca- 
fures,  deftructive    to  the   Interefts  of  their  own 
Country,  let  their  Bribes,  or  Promifes  of  Advan- 
tage, be  ever  fo  confiderable. 

But  it  ought  to  be  obferv'd,  that  this  feeming 
Mark  of  Friendfhip  to  his  Imperial  Majefty,    was 
to  make  fome  fort  of  Amends,  for  their  Treach- 
ery to  him  a  little  before.     The  mofl  Chrijliatt 
Minifiers  had  promifed  to  affift  him  againft  the 
Turk,  and  had  a6tuaily  fent  Forces  to  join  the 
Imperial  Army  :  But  at  the  very  fame  I'ime  they 
fettled  a  Co rrefpondence  with  Count  Serixi,  Tot- 
TENBACH,  and  others,    againft  the  Emperor,  as 
afterwards  appeared    upon  the  breaking  oat  of 
the  Confpiracy,  by  the  Depolition  of  feveral   of 
the  Accomplices,  who  had  convey'd  both  Money 
and  Letters,  from  the  French  Minifters  ac  Vi^ 
ema^  to  the  laid  Confpirators.    Again, 
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In  the  Year  1680.  when  the  Ele6torPAiATiNF» 
,and  fcveral  ether  Princes  of  the  Empire,  com- 
plained of  the  Devaftations  committed  by  the 
French  Troops,  in  their  Territories,  contrary 
to  the  Treaties  of  Wefphalia  and  Nimegtien^  they 
could  obtain  no  other  Satisfaction,  than  to  be 
told,  That  little  Princes^  hordering  upon  the  Con" 
fries  of  fo  great  a  Monarchy  ought  tict  to  take  No- 
tice of  coery  fmall  Occ a/ion  of  Complaint.  And  the 
French  were  fo  exorbitant  in  their  Pretenfions, 
as  to  take  Poffeffion  of  the  very  Stables  of  the 
Ele6tor  of  Triers,  becaufe  they  were  built,  as 
they  pretended,  upon  their  Ground :  They  alfo 
laid  Claim  to  great  Part  of  the  City  of  Me/Jtz, 
and  that  of  Cologn ;  and  as  for  Leige  they  demand- 
ed no  lefs  than  half  of  it,  and  a  confiderabie 
Tra<5t  of  the  adjacent  Country,  paufe  Readers, 
and  fcrioudy  reflect,  on  the  imperious,  arbitrary, 
and  domineering  Temper,  of  the  French  Na- 
tion. 

The  next  Particular,  moll  material  to  be  con- 
fide red,  was  the  Attempts  of  France  to  have 
the  Dafpbin  declared  King  of  the  Rom.ans,  a 
large  Step  towards  attaining  their  projecled 
Scheme  of  Univerfal  Monarchy.  But  as  the  fe- 
vcral  Violences  they  had  offer'd,  to  moft  of  the 
Elc(5iors,  had  cxafpcratcd  them  fo  much,  as  to 
make  the  Electors  averfe  to  any  Propoials  of  that 
Nature,  France  had  no  other  way  left,  Than 
to  reduce  the  Empire  and  Hnufc  of  AvS7^i\  to  fuch 
Straits,  as  to  nee  estate  them  to  inificre  her  Aid  and 
JfpjiaiiGe^  which  their  King  determined  not  to 
regard,  unJcfs  the  Dauphin  was  made  King  of  the 
Romans. 

With  this  View,  his  mofi  Chrijlian  Majefty^  ^f- 

ter  a  moft  Chriftian  Manner,  had  again   recourfq; 

to  the  Ottoman  Pqrt,  to  aflift  him  in  his  En- 
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terprize,  and  for  that  Purpole  remitted  vafl  Sums 
ot  Money  to  the  Turks,  who  with  a  moil  tor- 
midable  Army  enter'd  Hungary,  (where  CounC 
Teckly,  the  Head  of  a  Malecontent  Party,  had 
encouraged  an  Tnfurrcction)  and  made  molt  a- 
amazing  Conqucrts  in  that  Kingdom,  before  the 
Emperor  was  m  a  Condition  to  defend  himfclf. 
Nay,  the  Scheme  was  fo  deeply  laid,  that  the 
French  King  endcavour'd  alfoto  exafperate  the 
Poles  againlt  the  Emperor,  and  would  have 
gladly  prevailed  on  the  King  cf  Poland,  to 
have  entered  Silesia  with  a  confidcrable  Ar- 
my, whilft  the  Turks  were  invading  Hungary. 
But  his  Polish  Majelty,  who  preferred  his  Ho- 
nour and  the  true  Jnterelt  of  his  Country,  before 
the  fpecious  Hopes  of  a  Conqusft,  was  fo  far 
trom  regarding  fuch  Propofals,  that  he  entered 
into  an  Alliance  with  the  Emperor  againit  the 
Turks;  which  fo  highly  incenfcd  the  French 
King,  that  he  ordcr'd  the  MarquifsDE  Vjtri, 
his  Ambaflador  at  JiWjaz:,  to  meditate  a  Re- 
venge ;  and  which  that  crafty  Miniiier  had  {q 
Well  managed  with  Moraston,  the  High-Trea- 
furer  of  Poland,  and  other  French  Penfion- 
crs,  as  to  have  concerted  the  King  of  Poland's 
Dethronement,  and  v/hich  would  probably  have 
been  effected,  had  not  the  Project  been  difcover- 
td,  by  an  intercepted  Letter  of  Moraston's. 

The  famous  Partition  Treaty,  affords  us  an- 
other Inftance  of  the  French  Treachery;  for  ac 
the  very  Inne,  Lewis  XIV,  courted  King  Wil- 
liam into  that  Treaty,  whereby  Spain  was  to 
defcend  to  the  Eledoral  Prince  of  Bavaria,  he 
by  the  Marquis  De  Harcourt,  his  AmbalTador 
to  the  Court  of  Spain,  v/as  playing  another 
Game  at  Ahdrid^  in  Favour  of  the  Duke  of 
Avjou,  hisGrandfon.     And  the  Event  plainly 

^  2  Ihews, 
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fhews,FRANCE  did  then  only  amufethc  Allies,  and 
never  had  any  Intention  to  have  the  Spanish 
Monarchy  divided :  Nay,  their  Minifters  at  Mad^ 
rid  made  ufe  of  the  Partition  Treaty,  to  incenfe 
the  Grandees  of  Spain  againft  it,  pretending  it 
was  an  Indignity  offer'd  their  Monarchy  ;  which 
proved  a  very  prevalent  Argument  to  obtain  a 
Will,  from  the  then  crazy  and  half-dead  King 
of  Spain,  in  Favour  of  the  Duke  of  Anjou, 
as  the  only  Remedy  to  prevent  a  Divilion  there- 
of. And  asfoon  as  the  King  af  Spain  dy*d,  his 
moil  Chriftian  Majefiy  declared  his  Acceptance 
of  that  Will,  without  confulting  the  Allies,  with 
whom  he  had  fo  lately  concluded  a  Treaty, 
tho'  it  was  in  direB  Violation  thereof.  Befides  which, 
there  were  alfo  two  remarkable  Inftruraents 
drawn  up,  contrary  to  the  Meaning  of  the  Will, 
in  order  to  perpetuate  the  Duke  of  Anjou's 
Title  to  the  Crown  of  France,  in  cafe  his  el- 
der Brother  dy'd  without  inheritable  IfTue. 

Here  was  both  Treachery,  and  bafe  Contri- 
vance, and  which  fully  evinces  that  the  Houfe  ]of 
Bourbon  then  aimed  at  the  Union  of  the  twoCrowns, 
as  what  would  be  a  ^reat  Step  towards  Univerfal 
Monarchy. 

The  Partition  Treaty  having  made  muchNoife 
in  the  World,  and  on  Account  of  which  four 
noble  Lords  were  impeached,  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor SoMERS,  the  Earls  of  Porti  anb  and  Or- 
FORD,  and  Lord  Hallifax  j  it  may  be  an  ac- 
ceptable Part  to  let  the  Reader  know  the  moft 
material  Particulars  thereof;  and  it  ought  to  be 
obfcrv'd  that  the  Terms  were  what  France 
propofed  herfelf,  njiz  : 

**  That  if  the  King  of  Spain  died  without 
"  Iflue,  the  Electoral  Prince  of  Bavaria  was 
**  to  have  the  Kingdom  of  Spain,  the  Indies, 

*'  and 
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"  and  Spanish  Netherlands  ;  the  then  Dau- 
*'  phin  was  to  have  Haples,  Sicily,  the  Pro- 
"  vinccs  of  Guipufcoa  on  this  Sides  the  Pjjr^^^^i-, 
'*  Fofttarabia,  and  St.  Sehajiian^  Final,  and  other 
*'  Places  of  Tuscany^  and  Milan  was  allotted 
"  to  Charles,  then  Archduke  of  Austria, now 
*•  Emperor  of  Germany/'  But  the  Eledoral 
Prince  of  Bavaria  foon  after  dying,  it  was  af- 
ter agreed,  ' '  That  the  Archduke  Ihould  have 
*'  the  Poileffion  of  what  was  intended  for  the 
"  Prince  of  Bavaria,  and  that  Milan  (hould 
**  be  given  to  the  l3uke  of  Lorain,  which  was 
*'  to  be  incorporated  with  France." 

And  here  1  mutt  beg  the  Reader  to  indulge 
me,  in  making  a  few  Remarks  on  this  Treaty, 
and  the  AfFiiirs  of  Europe  fmce,  whereby  it  will 
appear,  that  the  prefent  Danger  with  which  Eu- 
rope as  to  its  Liberties,  is  now  threatened,  pro- 
ceeds from  a  Branch  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon's 
having  not  a  Part  only,  but  the  whole  of  the  Spa- 
nish Monarchy,  For  tho'  King  William  and 
the  States  of  Holland  came  into  that  Treaty, 
it  was  not  from  any  Approbation  thereof,  but 
only  a  Compliance  with  the  Neceffity  of  Affairs, 
and  till  they  could  put  themfelves  in  a  Pofturc 
pf  Defenc  againft  the  evil  concerted  Meafures  of 
France  at  that  Time  •  whofe  King  was  fo  well 
prepared  to  fupport  the  Pretenfions  of  his  Grand- 
Ibn,  on  the  Death  of  the  King  of  Spaint,  as  to 
have  no  lefs  than  lixty  thoufand  Veteran  Troops, 
on  the  Frontiers  of  Catalonia  and  Navarre, 
alfo  a  confiderable  Number  of  Ships  of  War  and 
Gallies,  in  feveral  Ports  ot  Spain,  belides  a  great 
Camp  at  Coj7ipeign. 

That  King  William,  Queen  Anne,  and  the 
whole  Nation  (if  both  Whig  and  Tory  united  in 
the  fame  political  Principle,  may  be  allowed   a 
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proper  Term  to  exprefs  it,^  did  all  cohfpife  iii 
one  Sentiment  as  to  the  fatal  Confequence  of  ha- 
ving either  the  whole,  or  Part  of  the  Spanish 
Monarchy  in  the  PoffelTionof  theHo'ufeof  Bour- 
lON,  I  will  evidently  demonftrate,  after  a  mofl 
clear  and  convincing  Manner,  [excepting  only  four 
Years^  when  the  late  Queen  was  governed  by  a 
fort  of  French  Muggktomcin  Minijiers,  who  lot 
a  Time  eclipfed  Rcafon^  Trnth^  and  the  true  Intereji 
of  England.] 

The  Majority  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
that  impeach'd  the  four  noble  Lords  before- 
mention'd,  all  agree,  were  TorJeSy  a  Itrong  Evi- 
dence that  the  then  Tories,  thought  neither  the 
Whole,  nor  Part  of  the  Spanish  Monarchy,  ought 
to  be  in  the  Pofleffionof  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  • 
and  that  the  fame  Party,  nay  fome  the  very  fame 
Perfons,  lliould  afterwards  in  1714.  confent  to 
give  up  all  Spain  to  that  Houfe,  is  fuch  a  Pro- 
digy, as  not  to  be  explained,  but  by  the  help  of 
the  Chevalier,  and  French  Gold. 

King  William's  Senfeofthe  Danger  attend- 
ing the  having  any  Part  of  the  Spanish  Monar- 
chy poflefs'd  by  one  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon, 
is  fully  and  judicioufly  exprefs'd,  in  his  ever  me- 
morable and  truly  valuable  lail  Speech.  His  Ma- 
jefty  obferv'd, 

*'  That  by  the  Fre  nch  King's  placing  his  Grand- 
*'  fon  on  the  Throne  of  Spain,  he  is  in  a  Con- 
<'  dition  to  opprefs  the  reft  of  Europe,  unlefs 
''  fpeedy  and  effectual  Meafures  be  taken.  Un- 
*'  der  this  Pretence  he  is  become  the  real  Mafter 
*'  of  the  whole  Spanish  Monarchy,  has  made 
''  it  entirely  depending  on  France,  and  dif- 
"  pofes  of  it  as  of  his  own  Dominions,  and  has 
^"  thereby  furroundcd  his  Neighbours  in  fuch  a 
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f*  Manner,  that  tho^  the  Name  of  Peace  may  he  [aid 
"  to  continue^  yet  they  are  put  to  the  Expence  andlfi^ 
'*  convenience  of  War. 

*'  This  mult  affecl:  England  in  the  nearefl 
**  and  moft  fcniibk  Manner ;  in  refpc6l  to  our 
^'  Trade,  which  will'  foon  become  precarious,  in  all 
""  the  valuable  Branches  of  it ;  in  refpeft  to  our 
^'  Peace  and  Safety  at  Home,  which  we  cannot 
"  hope  Ihould  long  continue  ;  and  in  refped  to 
"  that  Part  which  England  ought  to  take  in  the 
*^  Prefervation  of  the  Liberty  of  Europe."  The 
Houfe  of  Lords  by  their  Addrels,  declared  their 
Sentiments  to  be  the  fame  with  his  Majefty's,  but 
the  following  Paragraph  is  proper  to  recite. 

"  As  the  placing  his  (the  French  King*s) 
*'  Grandfon  on  the  Throne  of  Spain,  is  vifibly 
"  to  the  whole  World  the  Caufe  of  all  tholb 
"  Dangers  mentioned  in  your  Majefty's  Speech, 
"  and  of  the  Breach  of  the  Bal lance  of  Pcdjer  i/t 
"  Europe,  which  the  people  of  England  are fo  deeply 
"  engaged  to  preferie  •  fo  we  humbly  conceive  the 
''  Remedy  as  apparent  as  the  Difeafe  •  and  that 
"  your  Majefly,  your  Suhje.5fs  and  Allies^  can  never 
"  he  fecure  andfafe,  till  the  Houfe  c/ Aultria  he 
*'  rejiored  to  their  Rights^  and  the  In'vader  of  the 
**  Spanifh  Monarchy  is  brought  to  Reafon." 

Tho'  it  is  moft  certain,  that  his  Majefty  and 
the  Houfe  of  Lords  fpoke  only  from  the  Reafon 
of  Things,  without  any  Pretence  to  the  Spirit 
of  Prophecy,  yet  Europe  has  llnce  fatally  ex- 
perienced the  Truth  hereof,  befides  what  is  far- 
ther to  be  dreaded  ;  this  Nation  in  Particular,  as 
to  the  Depredations  which  the  Spaniards  have  com^ 
mitted  in  the  W^eft  Indies,  to  the  great  Detriment 
and  coen  Ruin  oj  many  of  our  Merchants  :  The  £77/- 
peror,  in  the  Lofs  of  his  Italian  Doifiinions^  and. 
m  what  more,  Time  only  can  determine. 

The 
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The  whole  Reign  of  Queen  Anne,  except 
the  four  lall  inglorious  Years,  was  one  continued 
Struggle,  to  fix  the  Spanish  Monarchy  in  the 
Houfe  of  Austria,  and  reduce  the  exorbitant 
Power  of  France  ;  the  NccelTity  whereof  was 
acknowledged  by  all  Degrees  of  Pertons;  eipe- 
cially  by  the  Queen  in  her  Speeches,  the  Lords 
and  Commons  in  their  AddreiTes,  and  which  are 
fo  well  known,  as  to  render  needle Ta  a  Reci- 
tal. 

But  the  Prize  we  had  for  man%  Tears  glori- 
oufly  fought  for  ^  and  which  we  Y/t'icjuli  ready  to 
poffefsy  was  after  all  our  Vi6tories  and  fuccelsful 
Conquefts,  moji  hafely  yielded  up  to  the  'Enemy  we 
had  brought  exceeding  low\  tor  inftead  of  fixing 
the  Spanish  Monarchy  in  the  Houfe  of  Au- 
stria, the  Point  contended  for,  it  was  by  the 
Treaty  of  Utrecht.^  given  to  the  Houfe  of  Bour- 
bon. A  Treaty  that  put  a  Period  to  England's 
Glory ^  and  gave  Birth  to  the  prefent  Commotions  in 
Europe ;  and  becaufc  that  eminently  pious  Pre- 
late, Bifhop  Fleetwood,  in  a  Preface  to  fome 
Sermons,  had  with  much  Modefty  exprefsM  a 
Concern  at  fuch  efpoufed,  deftrudive  Meafures, 

B KE,  one  of  the  then  chief  Minifters,  was 

fo  delicately  tender  not  to  injure  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, or  incroach  on  the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs^  as  to 
order  the  good  Eipop's  moji  excellent  Preface^  to  Is 
hurnt  by  the  Hands  of  the  Common  Hangman,  A 
jemarkable  Inftance,  that  his  Affection  for  the 
one,  or  regard  to  the  other,  is  only  genuine, 
when  it  fcems  fubfervient  to  his  political  Views. 
This  brings  to  my  Remembrance  the  immi- 
nent Danger  to  which  -the  Liberties  of  Europe 
were  expofed  in  the  Year  1714.  and  with  what 
great  Difficulty  it  was,  that  they  efcaped  falling 
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a  Sacrifice  to   the    Treachery    and  Ambiuon  of 
France.     How  dejected  were  then  our  Spirits  ! 
how  gloomy  our  Apprehenlionsl  at  the  premedi- 
tated, and   almolt  inevitably   cfTcded  Preclufion, 
of  the   Houfe   Hanover,   from    the  Crown  of 
Great  Britain.     When  the  Caufe  and  Inte- 
rcll  of  our  moft  antient  belt  Allies,  the  Proteftant 
reformed  Religion,  and  the  Tranquility  of  this 
Ifland,    were  rendered    exceedingly    precarious, 
Irom  our  then  apparent  dangerous  Situation.     A 
Conjuncture  of  Time  fo  very  remarkable,  and  preg- 
nant of  \arious  future  Evils,  that  Sir  Richard 
Steel,  (whofe   JNlemory  will  ever  be    had    in 
grateful   Remembrance,  by  all  who  are  Friends 
to  Liberty    and   the    PrOteftant  SuccelfionJ   pu- 
blifh'd   a  Treatiics  entitled,  ^he  Crijis ;  a   Title 
very  expreffive  of  our  Melancholy  Circumltances, 
at  that  critical  Period  of  Time. 

And  as  the  Power  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon, 
daily  gains  Ground,  and  threatens  Ruin  not  only 
to  the  Empire,  but  all  Europe,  I  beg  leave  to 
cxtrad  a  Paragraph  or  two  from  that  uieful  Trea- 
tife,  as  being  \cry  pertinent  to  the  prcfent  Occa- 
lion.  Says  he,  fpeakingof  the  Houfe  of  Austria, 
and  the  prefent  Emperor, 

"  The  Male  Line  of  that  Houfe  is  likely  to 
"  terminate  in  himfelf,  and  fhould  it  pleafe 
*'  God  to  take  him  off,  and  no  King  of  the  Ro- 
*^  mans  chofen,  a  Prince  of  the  Houfe  of  Boijr- 
"  BON'  would  polBbly  bid  fair,  for  the  Imperial 
"  Dignity,    after   which     Day    Farewel  Liberty , 

"  Europe^wz/^^tf  French. Portugal,  which 

"  during  the  War,  fupply'd  to  us  the  Place  of 
"  Spain,  by  fending  us  vafl  Quantities  of  Gold, 
"  in  Exchange  for  our  Woollen  Manufactures,  has 
*'  only  a  Sufpcnfion  of  Arms,  for  its  Prote<5tion, 
"  and  '•juho  knows  hut  the  old  PnUnftom  of  Spain 
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**  to  Portugal  may  he  revhed.  We  muft  obferve^ 
"  that  the  Perfon  who  (ecms  to  be  moll:  favour- 
*'  ed  by  the  French  Kbg,  in  the  late  Treaties, 
"  is  the  Duke  of  Savoy  ;  and  conlidering  alfo 
"  the  Enlargement  of  his  Territories  ontheCon- 
*'  tinent,  by  Ceffion  from  the  Emperor,  is  become 
"  the  moft  powerful  Prince  in  Italy. 

"  This  Prince  put  in  his  Claim,  to  the  Crown  of 
**  Great  Britain,  in  the  Right  of  his  Wife, 
*•  a  Daughter  of  the  late  Duke  of  Orleans, 
**'  Siller  to  our  late  King  Charles  H.  at  the 
**  Time  of  fettling  the  Crown  of  England  on 
*'  the  Houfe  of  Hanover. 

''  Things  Handing  thus,  and  the  Houfe  of  Bour- 
*^  EON,  being  in  the  a6tual  PofTeifion  of  France 
■**  and  Spain,  bidding  fair  for  the  Conqueft  of 
*'  Germany,  what  have  Great  Britain  and 
*'  Holland  to  hope  from,  but  the  Mercy  of 
*'  France  ?  What  elfe  have  we  to  prevent  the 
**  Pretender*^  being  impofed  on  us,  when  Francs 
"  fliall  think  fit  ?  Nay,  in  Failure  of  one  Pre- 
*'  tender^  he  has  in  his  Quiver  a  Succeffion  of 
'*  them:  The  Dutchefs  of  Savoy,  or  her  Sons, 
*'  or  the  Dauphin  herGrandfon,  *  the  laft  named, 
'*  cannot  be  many  Years  from  the  Throne  of 
*^  France. 

It  muft  be  obferved,  this  was  not  the  fingle  O- 
pinionof  SirRicHARD  Steel,  but  the  prevailing 
Sentiments  of  all  the  then  WbigSy  and  fuch  as 
were  fmcercly  attached  to  the  Proteftant  Succef- 
fion ;  whofe  Fears  for  its  Safety,  and  the  EtirO' 
fean  Liberties,  were  built  on  too  folid  P'oun- 
dations  to  be  appeafed:  Nor  wTre  theydifTipated, 
till  Divine  Providence  gracioufly  interpofed,  and 
frullrated  the  Deligns  ot  our  reitlefs  and  irrecon- 

*  7he  prefect  French  King, 
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cileablc  Enemies,  by  permitting  that  Succeflion 
£o  take  Place,  no  Ids  to  the  Security  and  Pre- 
ferva-tion  of  our  Religion,  Laws,  and  Liberties, 
the  Tranquility  of  our  Kingdom,  and  the  Safe- 
ty of  our  Allies,  th.m  the  Difappointment  and 
Confufion  of  thofe,  who  with  indefatigable  In- 
duftry  had  contrived  and  almoll  compleated,  our 
Ruin  and  Defolation. 

And  if  at  that  Time  it  was  too  apparent,  that 
fliould  *'  the  Empeblop.  die  without  Ilfue  Male, 
''  and  no  King  of  the  Romans  chofen,  A  Prince 
"  of  the  Houie  of  Bourbon,  would  bid  fair  for 
"  the  Imperial  Dignity,  and  that  Europe  would 
*'  beFjLENCH,  and  Liberty  extinguiilied,  what 
muft  we  think  will  be  Europe's  Fate,  when  we 
yet  fee  the  Emperor  without  IflueMale,  no  King 
of  the  Romans  declared,  and  himfelf  attacked 
by  the  united  Powers  of  France,  Spain,  and 
Sardinia;  when  Naples,  Sicily,  and  the 
Milanese, are  wrefted  from  him  by  the  treache- 
rous Arts  of  the  Bourbon  Family  ? 

If  then  in  the  Year  1714.  we  were  juflly  a- 
larmed  with  Danger,  from  the  exorbitant  Pow- 
er of  France  ^  it  a  Grand-Alliance  entred  into 
by  many  Potentates,  v/as  not  formerly  fufficient 
to  reflrain  the  Progrefs  of  her  Arms,  when  un- 
affiited  by  Spain  ;  what  have  we  to  abate  our 
Fears  now?  When  we  fee  not  only  France  and 
Spain  in  the  a6tual  PoiTeffion  of  the  Houfe  of 
the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  but  Naples,  Sicily, 
and  the  Milanese  ;  the  Mantuan  in  all  hu- 
man Appearance  deftined  to  the  fame  Fate. 
Sardinia  poffeffed  by  one  of  its  Creatures  and 
Dependents,  The  Eledor  of  Bavaria  with 
40000  Men  ready  to  attack  the  Emperor.  The 
Kingdom  of  Poland  alfo  infilled  on  for  aFather- 
in-Law  of  France  ;   whofe  Prctenfions  to  that 

F  2  Crown, 


[36  ] 

Crown,    have   not  only  in  Part  occafioncd    the 
prefent  War,  but  his  moil  Chriftian  Majcily  po- 
iicivcly  rcfufcs  to  accept  any  Plan  of  Accommo- 
dation, till  that  Demand  is  complied  with;  and 
is  it  poffible  for  the  Emperor  fmgle  and   alone, 
to  refill:  Alliances  fo  potent   and  powerful  ?  E- 
fpecially  if  we  view  him  in  a  true  Light,  unaf- 
filted  by  the  States  of  the  Empire,  and  all  his  an- 
tient  Allies  ;  his  Treafure  exhaufted  -^  his  Army, 
thro'  fital  Battles,  and  a  raging  Motality^  conli- 
derably  diminifhed  and  reduc'd  ;  and  left  to  tug 
by  himfelf  for  the  Rights  of  his  Anceftors,  and 
the  Exercife  of  the  Imperial  Power  in  his  own 
Dominions.     And  what  a  Melancholy  Profpe6l 
muft  this  be  to  all,  who  have  at  Heart  the  Li- 
berties of  Europe  !  in  what  a  pathetic  Strain  of 
moving  Eloquence,  would  Sir  Richard  Steel 
have  cxpollulated,  and  with  his  mafterly  Pen  de- 
fcrib'd,  the  Danger  of  Germany,  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Holland,  had   he  been  living  to  fee 
the  Houie  of  Bourbon's  new  Acquifts,  extended 
Conquefls,   and   moft  powerful   Alliances.     For 
lliould  Germany  be  lubdued,  what,  indeed,  as 
that  true  Patriot  well  obferv'd,    have    we  and 
Holland  to  hope  from,  but  the  Affr<y  of  France? 
And  how  much  nearer  is  that  now,  than  when  he 
wrote  ?  And  which,  Vv^heneveraccompliflied,  fare- 
.  wel  European  Liberty,  the  RigJjts  of  Englijhmen^ 
the  Glory  and  Profperity  of  this  Kifigdom^  and  the 
Religion  of  Protcjfants.     For   wliethcr  the   Vice^ 
Roy  of  France  to  govern  this  Nation,  be  taken 
from  Rome  or  Savoy,  it  will  be  little  material  to 
us,  when   we  are  become    vanquifh'd  Slaves  to 
the  imperious  Will  and  Power  ofaNation,whofe 
Enmity  towards  us   is  innate,  and  as  antient  as 
the  Kingdom  itfelf:  T!o  ^  Prince  whofe   ahfolute 
Will  is  ever  UgaU  and  who  by  univerfal  Domi- 
nion. 
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nion,  may  then  truly  bear  the  'Title  oi  Catholic ^ 
how  little  foevcr  the  vioflChrtJimn^  may  correfpond 
with  his  Principles  and  PracHces. 

Indeed  the  Rupture  between  the  Crowns  of 
Spain  and  Portugal,  may  pofTibly  refpit  and 
fufpend  for  a  Time,  the  Execution  of  thofc 
Schemes  which  fo  evidently  ieem  calculated,  to 
complete  and  perfect,  the  Fate  and  Defliny  of 
the  reformed  Parts  of  Europe.  But  fhould  Spain 
renew  her  old  Pretenlions  to  Portugal,  and 
fucceed  in  a  Conqucll:  thereof,  then  will  that 
Kingdom  alfo  be  in  the  Pcileffion  of  the  Houfe 
of  Bourbon  ^  by  which  wc  Ihall  lofe  a  very 
ufeful  Ally,  and  profitable  Trade.  K  Trade 
which,  as  Bifhop  Burnet  obferves,  "  is  the 
*'  moft  advantageous  of  any  ;  for  behdes  a  great 
^'  Vent  for  our  Manufactures,  we  bring  over 
"  yearly  great  Returns  of  Gold  from  thence, 
''  four,  five,  or  fix  hundred  thoufand  Pounds  a 
"  Year/'  A  Lofs  too  great  for  England  to 
bear. 

For  my  own  Part,  I  do  ferioufly  believe, 
there  cannot  be  a  more  convincing  Inftance  of 
the  renewed  Defigns  of  France,  to  obtain  Uni" 
verfal  Monarchy^  than  what  may  be  collected  from 
the  Situation  of  the  prefent  War  againft  the  Em- 
peror. Heretofore  it  was  pretended,  that  France 
would  he  fatisjied^  if  Spain  only^  was  poiiefs'd 
by  one  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  tho'  that 
was  judged  by  all  the  Powers  of  Europe,  as  a 
moft  dangerous  Expedient  ;  and  yet  we  fee  even 
that  does  not  content  them  ;  for  they  have  fincc 
devoured  Naples^  Scicily^  Milan,  and  near  all  the 
Mantuan  ;  and  without  doubt  the  Empire  itfelf, 
is  what  they  now  as  much  aim  at,  as  formerly  they 
did  Spain.  And  can  we  imagine,  with any^Degree 
pf  Rcafon,  they  will  ftop  there  ?  No  certainly, 
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they  will  not  be  able  to  rellft  the  Temptation  of 
being  Mailers  of  Holland;  Provinces  they  have 
long  coveted  ;  after  which  England  miiji  fall 
of  Courfe ;  for  can  any  be  fo  abfurd  as  to  think 
they  would  not  then  moleft  us?  Alas!  vain 
Thought;  unlefs  we  are fubduedy  all  their  other 
Cofjqtiejls,  will  be  incompleat. 

In  a  Book  dedicated  to  Lewis  XIV.  entitled, 
Thejuji  Pretences  of  the  King  of  France  to  ths 
Empire^  are  to  be  found  thefe  Aflertions. 

Firft,  ^hat  the  greateji  Part  of  Germany  is  the 
Patrimony  and  antient  Inheritance  of  the  French 
Princes. 

Secondly,  That  Charlemain  did  pojjefs  German 
ny  as  King  of  France,  and  not  as  Emperor  of  Ger- 
many. 

By  this  it  appears  that  the  French  claimGER- 
MANv  as  a  Matter  of  Right;  and  will  France 
want  as  good  or  better  Title  to  England,  when 
backed  with  powerful  Armies,  fo  long  as  one 
Prince  nearly  related  to  her  King,  claims  an  He^ 
reditary  Right  to  our  Crown.  And  that  another 
who  pretends  thereto,  was  told  by  the  late 
French  King,  when  he  prefented  him  with  a 
Sword,  and  fent  him  to  invade  us  :  "  Remember, 
^'  fays  Lewis  XIV.  putting  the  Sword  into  the 
*'  Pretender's  Hands,  If  you  prove  Siiccefsful^  that 
*'  it  was  a  French  Sword'*.  To  which  the  other 
moft  dutifully  replied,  "  That  if  it  was  his  good 
**  Fortune  to  get  Pofleffion  of  the  Throne  of 
"  his  Anceftors,  he  would  not  content  himfclf 
*'  with  returning  him  Thanks  by  Letters  and 
*'  Ambafladors,  but  would  {hew  his  Gratitude  by 
'*  his  jiSf ions.* 

»  Itiemoln  of  Chevalier  ds  St.Getrgti  p.  50, 
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And  could  the  molt  tender  Parent  expfcfa 
himfelf  in  Terms  more  affectionate  towards  an 
own  Son,  or  the  moit  dutiful  Child  to  the  moft 
indulgent  of  Parents.  Here  was  the  Sword  of 
France  put  into  the  Hands  of  the  Pretender y 
with  a  View  of  making  the  Conqucft  of  Eng- 
land, to  reduce  us  to  a  French  Province,  and 
with  the  Mifery  of  Slavery,  to  be  made  igno- 
minious Slaves  at  fecond  Hand,  which  we  may 
be  ajfnred  will  be  the  Fate  oy  England  the  Mo- 
uient  France  or  the  Pretender  have  it  in  their 
Power. 

But  if  pofiible  to  prevent  us  from  falling,  into 
that  more  than  Egyptian  Bondage^  let  us  exenife 
our  Reafon^  our  Courage^  our  Fleets  and  Armies^ 
to  oppofe  and  keep  off  the  Fetters^  before  they 
are  li'riked  on^  when  it  will  be  in  vain  to  attempt 
it.  Let  us  reprefent  to  our  Minds,  and,  from 
the  Cruelty  of  Barbarians  to  Chriftian  Slaves, 
form  Ideas  of  what  we  Ihall  more  fadly  expe- 
rience ^  and  let  no  Argument  that  can  be  thought 
of  be  omitted,  that  may  tend  to  defcribe  to  us 
what  we  are  to  expecft,  from  the  pretended 
Friendfhip  and  real  Enmity  of  France.  Let 
us  for  thefe  Purpofes  bring  to  Remembrance,  o- 
ther  Inftances  than  what  are  yet  mention'd,  of 
the  political  Arts  and  Stratagems,  which  the 
French  Miniiters  have  formerly  play'd  in  all 
Parts  of  Europe,  and  which  ought  to  be  a  G2- 
'ueat  to  the  prefent  Age. 

How  Cardinal  Rich  lieu  effeded  the  Revolt 
of  Portugal  from  the  Spaniards,  railed  a  Re- 
bellion in  Catalonia,  and  carry'd  on  the  War 
in  both  Countries,  to  bring  down  the  Power  of 
Spain.  How  he  tamper'dwhh  the  Swede,  un- 
der GusTAvus  Adolphus,  to  invade  the  Em- 
pire, and  with  the  Emperor's  General  Walles- 

XI  EN, 


[4°] 
TIEN,  to  betray  tfee  Imperial  Army,  by  which 
means  the  French  King  would  have   polTefs'd 
himfelf  of  the  Imperial  Throne,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  fudden  Death    of  that  treacherous  Ge- 
neral.    How  Cardinal  Mazarin  after  him,  car- 
ried on  the  popular  Commotions  raifed  by  Mas- 
SANELLO  in  the  Kingdom  of  Naples,  h^'  fend- 
ing the  Duke  of  Guise    to  be  their  Head,    to 
the   almoll:  wreiling  that  Kingdom    out  of  the 
Hands  of  the  Spaniards:  How    the  French 
Intrigues,   fo  far  prevailed  in  Spain,  as  in  the 
Year   1677.  ^<^  ^^^^  ^^^  Queen  Mother  out  of  the 
Regency,   and  fuch  of  her   Favourites^    as   ihe 
thought  moll  proper  to  have  the  Care  of  the  young 
King  her  Son  :  and  who  defignedly  put  the  whole 
Court  into  Confulion,  that  being  drcided  at  Homcy 
they  might  be  lefs  able  at  that  Time  to  prefer ve 
theFLEMMiNGs, oralTiftthe  Hollanders  :  How 
they  fomented  the  Cml  Wars  in  England^    and 
would  have  prevented  the  Rejioration  of  our  King 
Charles  :  How  they  ypinW  up  the  De    Wits, 
and  the  Lovensten  Party  in  the  United  Pro- 
vinces againji  the  then  'Prince  o/Orange,  after- 
wards our  great  Deliverer :  How  they  have  fre- 
quently encouraged  the  Hungarians  to  rebel  againft 
the    Emperors  of  Germany,    and   confederated 
with  the  Grand  Seignior,  not  only  to  dijiurh^ 
but  many  Times  endanger  the  Safety  oiChriJien- 
doni'^   (and   for  w^hich  Reafon   Lord  Herbert 
obferves,  that  the  Pope  had  like  to  have  given  away 
the  Title  of  A/o/2   Chrifiian^  from  the   French 
King  Francis  I.  and  to  have  conferr'dit  on  our 
King  Henry    VIII.    before    his  Holinefs    had 
dubbed   him  with  that   oi  Defender  of  the  Faith.) 
How  they  have  been  the  common  Enemies  of  every 
State,    dellroying  the  Peace  of  Government   e- 
very  where,  [owing    of  Fa^fions  either   in  the 
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Courts  cf  Princes,  in  their  Commh^  or  among  their 
StihjeBs.  Sometimes  by  Turns  fetting  one  Prince 
agaiaft  another,  as  they  formerly  did  by  the  £- 
lectors  of  Palatine  and  Mentz  ;  alternately 
taking  the  Part  of  one  or  other,  whereby  their 
Countries  were  moft  miferably  haraffed  and  de- 
populacec^  and  poor  Dan'tzick,  Poland,  the 
Empire,  and  Italy,  are  melancholy  Inftances 
at  this  Time,  of  the  difmal  EiTecrts  of  the  Arti- 
fices and  Treachery,  the  Power  and  Ambition  of 
France. 

As  the  Emperor's  late  Memorial  at  the  Hague  is  a 
modern  Teftimony  to  eftablilh  the  Truth  1  have 
alTerced,  fo  the  Fads  therein  particularized,  are 
of  no  lefs  modetfi  Dare  than  they  contain  certain 
Afiurances,  that  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  is  at  this 
Injiaut  engaged  in  the  molt  p/c/^J  Deligns  of  their 
Anceltors.  Permit  me  tofelecta  few  Paragraphs 
from  thence. 

'*  The  more  his  Brit  ANNlCK  Majefty  labour- 
*^  ed,  in  employing  his  good  Offices,  for  Ending 
'*  all  Dilputes^  to  the  Advantage  of  Don  Car- 
"  LOS,  the  more  bufy  Spain  was  from  thence,  to 
**  to  take  Occafion  to  infinuate  to  the  Imperial 
"  Court,  that  the  Emperor  'ixiouliijind  his  Account 
"  more  in  an  Union  with  the  Houfe  o]  Bourbon, 
"  than  in  the  Guaranties  of  the  t'-jjo  Maritime  Pow- 
"  ers ;  that  without  fuch  an  Union,  they  would 
^  keep  his  Italian  Territories  in  continual 
"  Fears  and  Alarms ;  and  that  they  would  take 
"  particular  Care,  to  chufe  the  moji  convenient  Tims 
"  y^J*  gilding  the  Blrji\  ii:hen  it  Jkould  not  he  in  the 
"  For'jccr  of  his  Imperial  Majefiys  Allies^  to  make 
*^  good  thofe  Efjgagemsnts  upon  which  he  fo  much 
**  depended, 
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While  the  Court  of  Spain  made  afe  of  thefc 
Arguments  without  Succefs,  that  of  ''  France 
**  purfued  a  Method  fomething  different,  butfuch 
"  as  tended  to  the  fame  End. —  She  let  flip  no 
**  Opportunity  to  diftimte,  and  fow  Difcord  among 
*'  thofe^  who  ought  always  to  join  in  Defence  of  the 
**  Liberty  0/ Europe. —  She  moved  Heaven  and 
'*  Earth  againft  the  Order  of Succeilion,  which  had 
*'  been  eftablillied  in  the  Auguft  Houfe  of  Austri  a  '- 
"  She  flattered  the  Hopes  of  all  thofe  who  had  an 
*'  Eye  towards  appropriating  to  themfelves  any 
"  Part^of  the  Territories  of  the  Houfe  of  Austria. 
"  Long  before  the  Death  of  the  late  King  Au- 
"  GUSTus,  the  Dutchy  of  Milan  was  offered  to 
*'  the  King  of  Sardinia,  the  Kingdoms  of 
**  Naples  and  Sicily  to  the  Infante  Don  Car- 
**  LOS,  and  the  reft  of  the  Emperor's  Kingdoms 
**  and  Hereditary  Countries  were  parcelled  out 
**  in  feveral  Ways,  according  as  the  Minifters  and 
"  EmifTaries  of  France  found  it  proper  for  their 

•'  Purpofes. The  King  of  France  turned  his 

"  whole  Forces  againft  his  Imperial  Majefty;  the 
*'  King  of  Sardinia  attacked  him  in  the  moll 
"  perfidious  Manner  \  and  notwithftanding  the 
*'  Court  of  Spain  having  been  ofier'd  every 
*'  Thing  they  had  ever  before  publickly  declared 
"  they  delired,  they  join'd  with  the  reft  in  ma- 
"  king  War  upon  him,  with  all  poffible  Vigour. 
*'  — And  after  having  fwallow'd  up  fo  many 
''  Provinces  one  after  another ;  after  having 
"  purfued  the  moft  rapid  SuccelTes  with  the  ut- 
"  moft  Vig;our  ;  after  having  moved  Heaven  and 
''  Earth,  ill  order  to  deprive  the  Emperor  of 
'*  his  Allies;  ir^fcer having  folicitcd  all  the  Courts 
**  of  Europe  againft  him,  and  after  having  en' 
*'  deawured  as  much  as  pjjlhly  they  cculd^  to  jiiT 
"  up  eum  the  Turk  againji  him^  the  Enemies  of  this 
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*'  Prince  cannot  certainly,  with  any  fort  of  Coun- 
"  tenance,    pretend  to  fet  up  for  having  an  In- 
^*  clination  for  Peace,  when  the  contrary  appears 
**  by  fo  many  inconteftable  Proofs. 

*'  Among  tbofe  who  have  fo  often  experienced^  hom 
**  dangerous  it  is  to  triid  the  ProfeJJions  of  France, 
**  the  Emperor  would  do  injurtice  to  the  great 
**  Penetration  of  his  Britannick  Majelly,  and 
"  to  the  Wifdom  and  Forellght  of  my  Lords  the 
**  States  General,  if  he  fhould  apprehend  in  the 
"  leaft  that  fuch  Artifices  could  make  any  Im- 
"  preffion  upon  their  Minds,  ^;/r^  the  Views  of 
*^  Fp.ance  become  every  Day  more  and  more 
*'  manifcft." 

And  can  any  Perfon  ferioufly  read  the  above 
Quotation,  more  efpccially  the  whole  Memorial, 
without  difcerning  that  the  prefent  Views  of  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon,  are  immediately  fix'd  on 
l/niverfaJ  Kmpire^  and  at  the  fame  Time  not  alfo 
commiferate  tho,  unhappy  Situation  oi  tht  Emperor y 
who  is  the  greater  Objecl  of  their  Hatred,  as  ha- 
ving been  a  neceliary  Ally  to  Great  Britain, 
and  for  that  Reafon,  \s  dejiined  to  be  tYidx  firji 
Sacrifice,  uniefs  we  genewnjly  interpofe  to  prevent 
it. 

From  the  aforefaid  Fa61:s  it  evidently  appears, 
that  it  is  ingrafted  as  it  were  in  the  Nature  of  the 
Bourhon  Family^  to  be  arbitrary  and  infolent,  to 
ufurp  and  domineer  over  the  juft  Rights  cf 
Princes,  and  the  natural  Liberties  of  Man- 
kind; and  to  make  it  their  chief  Amufement, 
and  Diverfion,  to  difturb  and  interrupt  the  Peace 
and  Happinefs  of  the  Univerfe.  Surely,  fuch  a 
Behaviour  is  inconfiitent  with  the  End  and  Defign 
of  Government,  very  unbecoming  the  high  Sta- 
tion of  Kings  and  Princes,  and  moil  certainly 
difplealing  to  the  divine  Author  of  their  Beings 
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whofe  moft  amiaMe  Character  is  that  of  Mercy 
and  Goodncfs,  and  who  could  not  intend  to  ex- 
empt any  one  created  Being,  whether  Prince  or 
Subjecl^  Irom  an  Obfervance  of  thofc  Amoral  Du- 
ties^ that  in  the  Nature  of  Things  are  jufl:,  fit, 
and  reafonable  ;  and  which  mull  eonfequently  be 
of  an  eternal  Obligation. 

I  Ihould  not  have  taken  fo  much  Pains  to  bring 
to  Light  their  hidden  Deeds  of  Darknefs^  had  not 
the  dangerous  Situation  of  Aifairs  Abroad^  to  be 
imputed  yo/f/)'  to  the  reftlefs  Temper,  and  am- 
bitious Proje6ts  of  that  Houfe,  and  which  foon 
may  more  nearly  afteft  us,  made  it  abfolutely 
neceflary.  When  the  common  Fate  of  Europe  is 
at  Stake,  it  is  no  Time  to  be  complaifant,  or  con- 
ceal from  the  Public,  the  paft^  and  what  may  be 
expeded,  will  be  the  future  Condud  of  thofey 
whofe  Ambition  and  Difhmulation  are  fo  noto- 
rious, and  of  who7?t  it  may  be  truly  faid,  that 
they  never  engaged  in  War  to  favour  any  Party, 
but  with  an  Intent  toexafperate  ;  nor  made  Peace, 
"with  any  other  View,  than  to  fow  new  Seeds  of 
Divifion,  and  break  it  again,  when  an  Advantage 
-  offered. 

^  It  therefore  much  concerns  us,  to  hinder  their 
farther  violating  the  Law  of  Nations-^  to  main- 
tain the  Public  Faith  of  treaties  with  our  Allies^ 
againft  their  Fincfjes  and  fubtle  Evafions  ;  and  to 
meditate  fuch  Methods,  as  may  flop  a  rapid  Tor- 
rent of  Conqucfts,  and  reduce  an  unbounded 
Power,  to  reafonable  Limits :  We  (liould  think 
it  our  Duty,  as  well  as  Intercft,  to  defend  the 
Right  of  Princes  and  States,  againft  a  lafl  Defign : 
A  Defign  that  is  founded  on  a  predominant  De- 
sire of  Conquefl-,  and  to  obtain  abfolute  Power, 
and  extended  Dominion,  without  Limit  or  Re- 
^ridtion.    In  a  word^  ip  is  this  Nation  that  muft, 
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inConjanftlon  with  Holland,  decide  the  For- 
tune  of  Europe,    and  fcntence    it    cither   to  a 
State  of  Freedom  or  Slavery. 

His  Majcfty  jointly  with  the  States  ot  Hol- 
land, have  ufed  their  good  Offices  to  mediate 
a  Peace  between  the  Powers  at  War,  no  doubt, 
from  an  Encouragement  given,  that  fuch  Medi- 
ation would  be  accepted,  and  for  that  Purpofe 
they  ofFer'd  a  Plan  of  Peace  ;  but  what  has  been 
the  Refult  of  it  ?  Why !  the  Anfwer  return'd  by 
France,  Spain,  and  Sardinia,  was.  That  none 
of  the  popfed  Artlcks  ivas  acceptable ;  that  each 
rejeSied  it  tntircly^  and  exposed  the  Mediators  to 
draw  up  a  new  Plan  ofAcconnnodatm^  Jea'ving  out  every 
Article  in  the  former.  Haughty  Monarchs  !  How 
ajfiming^  and  cxprejfrje^  of  a  Pczver  diSfatorial  and 
fupreme,'  is  this  Anfwer?  How  magiprial  and  in- 
folent  to  the  mediating  Powers  ?  in  rejefting  {oper- 
emptorily  a  Plan  oflcr'd  by  them,  as  not  contain- 
ing one  Article  acceptable,  and  dire^ing  another 
Plan  wherein  every  Article  of  the  former,  mufl 
be  omitted.  When  yet  we  are  affured  by  an 
unqueftionable  Authority,  "  That  the  Plan  of  Pa- 
"  cification,  was  concerted  htween  Great  Britain 
<«  and  Holland,  with  great  Impartiality.,  and 
*'  wasfojuft  and  equitable,  as  not  without  reafon- 
*<  able  Grounds  to  hope  for  Succefs."  * 

I  leave  it  then  to  every  Br  i  ton,  whether  this 
is  Treatment  fit  for  Great  Britain  to  bear? 
If  fo  little  Regard  is  already  paid  to  our  Medi- 
ation, what  are  we  to  exped  when  the  Allied 
Kings  arc  fomethingwor^  Victorious?  It  alfo  very 
materially  affedls  Holland,  who  by  fuch  an  im- 
perious Anfwer  ought  to  be  alarmed  as  well  as  our- 
felves.     With   what   Pefentment  would   the   he- 

♦  His  Majefty'slaft  Speech. 
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f(j/VVViLLiAM  111.  and  the  5"/^?^^  of  Holland  ia 
tbofe  Days,  have  rccciv'd  fuch  an  imperious  An- 
fwer?  Could  France  then  have  dared  to  have  offer' d 
fuch  ajt  Indignity.  I  wifh  that  public  Spirit  of 
Liberty^  which  was  the  Life  and  Scul  as  it  were 
of  that  Great  Prince,  does  not  too  much  abate 
and  fubfide,  both  in  England  and  Holland. 

It  is  the  Obfervation  "of  a   great  Statefman 
"  that  the  Interejl  of  England    and  Holland 

are  infeparahk,  the  Safety  of  each  depending  on 
*•  that  of  the  other;  For,  as  on  the  one  Hand 
''  fliould  Holland  fail  under  the  Dominion 
*'  of  France,  Britain  would  be  entirely  cut 
*^  off,  from  any  Communication  with  the  Conti- 
*'  nent,  (which  join'd  to  the  great  Acceffion  of 
*'  Naval  Strength,  which  France  would  acquire 
"  by  this  Conqucft,  muft  bring  immediate  Ruin 
"  upon  Britain.)  Soon  the  other  Hand,  Hol- 
*'  land  mult  inevitably  lofe  both  its  Religion 
*'  and  Liberties,  the  Moment  that  France,  or 
*'  any  Popijh  Prince,  gets  PoffefTion  of  Bri^ 
"  TAIN  \  from  whence  it  neceifarily  follows, 
*'  that  the  mutual  Defence  and  Prefervation  of  each 
"  other,  ought  to  be  one  of  the  chief  Maxims 
*'  of  Government  to  both  Nations. 

Surely  then,  a  People  fo  fam'd  for  Wifdom 
and  Prudence,  will  at  this  critical  Conjun6lure, 
with  their  ufual  Judgment  and  Delicacy  of 
Thought,  diftinguiih  ftich  as  have  in  View  on- 
\y  fimJieT  Ends  and  private  Advantages,  from 
tbofe,  who  have  the  Safety,  Security,  oxA  general 
Intereft  of  their  Country  honefly  at  Heart.  The 
latter  would  eafily  difcern^  even  without  the  kaji 
Hclitation,  the  fuperior  Inducements  there  are  to 
fubmit,  to  the  limited,  reafonable,  Power  of  a 
Statholder,  fuppoling  it  was  the  Cafe,  rather 
than  to  the  unlimited,  imperious  Will,  of  an  ah- 
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'folate  caprkioiis  Prince,  to  the  Power  and  Refent- 
ment  of  a  Nation,  who  ^tfrji  zealoufly  oppofed 
their  being  a  Free  State^  have  ever  iince  been 
jealous  of  their  riling  Greatncfs,  fttll  envy  their 
Profperity,  are  incelfantly  contriving,  and  impa- 
tiently expecting,  their  fatal  Ruin  and  Extinc- 
tion, and  whofe  OppreiTion  will  be  found  heartier 
than  any  can  fully  defcribe,  or  pofTibly  bear. 

What  has  been  faid,  with  the  following  Con- 
fiderations,  will  I  hope  be  fufficient  to  convince 
any  impartial  Perfon,  that  as  we  have  tried  all 
amicable  Methods  to  obtain  a  Peace,  fo  7to  other 
Expedient  remains  but  thatof^^V^  and  that 
ftuh  a  Refoltition  is  both  highly  rcafonahle  and  ab~ 
foliitely  necijfary^  I  will  endeavour  more  clearly 
to  evince. 

And  permit  me  to  ask,  if  the  dangerous  Situa^ 
tion  of  the  Emperor  from  the  Arms  of  France 
and  Spain,  which  in  its  Confequcnce  muftfoon 
afFe6t  us  in  a  fenfible  Manner,  can  be  feen  and 
acknowledged  by  all,  without  admitting  that  fo 
lingular  a  Circumftancc,  is  one  juft  Reafon  for 
our  engaging  in  a  War  at  this  Time?  The  Do- 
minion of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  is  already  ex- 
tended beyond  all  tolerable  Allowance,  and  their 
Power  and  Greatnefs  will  foon  become  fuperior 
to  their  neighbouring  States  and  Kingdoms,  whom 
they  will  as  ufual  call  petty  Princes,  and  confi- 
der  only  as  the  f mall  Dufi  in  the  Balance.  And 
therefore  unlefs  we  interpofe  to  check  in  the 
Bud,  their  fuccefsful  Progrefs,  in  fubduing  King- 
doms, probably  it  will  foon  be  out  otour  Power, 
cither  to  affiit  our  Allies,  or  defend  ourfelves. 

That  judicious  prince  the  Duke  of  Rohan, 
in  his  Book,  ftating  the  Intcrcfts  of  Princes,  de- 
termines it  to  be  the  undoubted  Tnterelt  of  Eng- 
land to  keep  fucha  Balance  of  Power  between 
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the  European  Princes,  as  not  to  fuffer  either  to 
become  fo  powerful  as  to  opprefs  another;,  and  more 
efpecially  to  take  care  the  Scale  fliould  be  at  all 
Times  held  even  between  France  and  the  Hoiife 
o/^AusTRiA,  and  \i  either  exeeed  in  Power,  asfoon 
as  fojfihk  to  reduce  it  to  an  Eqaallity  \  and  indeed 
.it  was  by  the  Obfervation  of  this  Maxim,  that  the 
anticnt  Grandeur  of  England  became  fo  exalt- 
ed and  confpicuous  ^  our  Henry  Vllf.  very  dex- 
teroufly  obferv'd  it,  between  Charles  V.  Em- 
peror and  King  of  Spain,  and  the  French 
King  Francis  I.  the  two  grand  Competitors 
for  Power  in  that  Age  •  and  our  excellent  firll 
reforming  Princefs  Elizabeth  purfued  the  fame 
Steps.  By  the  Influence  of  this  commendable 
Piece  of  Policy,  England  was  in  a  Condition 
whenever  flie  pleafed,  to  difpcnfe  Peace  or  War 
to  every  Nation,  whereby  great  Honour  re- 
dounded to  ourfeh'Cs. 

As  then  the  Prcfervation  of  the  Balance  of 
Power  in  Europe^  is  one,  fo  the  Safety  and  Security 
of  the  Vrotejiant  Religion^  is  alfo  another^  very 
momentous  Confideration,  to  engage  us  in  the 
prefent  War  \  fince  Ihould  the  Empire  fall  into 
the  Hands  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  it  cannot 
be  in  the  Power  of  Man,  to  prevent  its  being  ex- 
tirpated Europe.  This  is  a  Truth  indifputable, 
and  therefore  no  doubt  it  is,  that  our  Papijis  and 
Jacobites  among  us,  (who  God  knows  are  very 
numerous,)  fo  much  intercft  themfelves  in  the 
Affairs  abroad ;  and  as  Whigs^  and  thofe  who 
are  hearty  Friends  to  the  prefent  Royal  Family, 
the  Liberties  of  Europe,  and  the  Proteftant  Re- 
ligion, have  during  the  War  exprefled  themfelves 
as  well  Wifhers  to  the  Emperor  and  King  Au- 
gustus; fo  have  the  others  Ihewn  their  Affec- 
tion and  good  Will  towards  France,  Spain, 
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and  King  Stai4islaus;  an  invincible  Argumcht^ 
that  tho*  each  of  the  contending  Powers,  are  of 
the  fame  Religion,  yet  that  they  have  much 
greater  things  to  hope  for ^  from  the  o»^,  than  they 
have  from  the  other. 

And  it  may  not  beamifs  in  this  Place,  to  bting 
to  our  Remembrance,  how  the  French  formerly 
moft  cruelly  perfecuted  the  poor  Proceftants,  to 
whom  they  gave  the  Nick-Name  of  Huguenots. 
Pufendorf  informs  us,  that  in  the  Year  IJ630 
50000  of  them  were  flain  by  the  French  in 
War  ;  and  of  that  dreadful  MalTacre  at  Paris 
jinno  1370.  he  gives  this  Account :  ''  A  Marriage 
"  was  concluded  between  Henry  King  of  Na- 
*'  VARRE  (afterwards  the  French  Kingj  and 
*'  Margaret  the  King's  Sifter,  to  which  Wed- 
**  ding  they  invited  the  Chief  of  the  Huguenots^ 
*'  with  a  Defign  to  cut  their  Throats  in  Paris  \  and 
**  firft  of  all  the  Admiral  Coligny,  as  he  was 
^'  going  home  from  Court,  was  by  fome  Villians, 
*'  who  were  fuborn'd  by  the  DukeofGuisE^ 
"  ihot  with  two  Bullets  through  the  Arm. 
**  Then  it  was  agreed,  That  in  the  Yeat 
"  17154  on  the  Twenty  fourth  of  Aiigujl  early 
"  in  the  Morning,  when  the  Bells  were  ringing 
"  to  Prayers,  all  the  Huguenots  ^ould.  be  mafla- 
''  cred,  except  the  young  King  of  Navarre^ 
**  and  the  young  Prince  of  Condi;  the  Execu- 
"  tion  of  this  Enterprise,  the  Duke  of  Guise 
*'  had  taken  upon  himfelf.  The  Beginning  of 
*'  the  MalTacre  was  made  with  Coligny,  who 
**  was  ill  of  his  Wounds.  Then  it  fell  pro- 
*<  mifcuoufly  upon  the  reft,  the  Fury  of  the  Mob 
"  not  ceaiing  till  after  feven  Days  Slaughter  ;  a 
**  great  many  other  Cities  of  France  follow-' 
'*  ed  the  Example  of  Paris,  fo  that  within  a  few 
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*^  Days,  near  30000  were  miferably  maffacred/'* 
But  according  to  the  Biftiop  of  jRy^o^^j,  there  were 
near  one  hundred  thoufand,  that  were  aflaflinated 
ifl  cold  Blood. 

And  was  ever  any  Pagan  or  Infidel  Perfeattion 
oi  ChrtfiianSy  conduced  with  more  Treachery^  as 
well  as  Cruelty  ?  Lord  keep  us  from  the  French 
power ^  for  their  Mercies  are  cruel  J 

Again,  in  the  Year  1687.  the  Perfecution  of 
the  Proteftants  in  France,  was  as  efFeftual  aS' 
Malice  and  Tyranny  could  render  it.  Vaft  Num- 
bers of  thofe  diftrefled  People  were  glad  to  fly 
for  Refuge  to  other  more  merciful  States  and 
Kingdoms,  till  their  very  Flight  was  made  cri- 
minal, as  well  as  their  Profeffion.  Many  of 
them  came  over  into  England,  of  whom  fomc 
brought,  or  had  privately  fent  over,  fufficient 
EffeiSs  with  them  ;  but  far  greater  Numbers  came 
in  a  true  State  of  Perfecution,  empty  and  naked, 
to  depend  on  the  Hofpitality  and  Charity,  of  this 
good-natured  Kingdom. 

The  bloody  Execution  at  Thom^  and  'the  ter- 
rible Perfecution  of  the  poor  Strashurghers^  arc 
modern  Inltances,  recent,  and  within  our  own 
Memory,  to  alfure  us,  that  the  Principles  of 
Papifts,  are  as  cruel  and  inhuman  now,  as  they 
were  heretofore,  and  no  doubt  will  be  always 
she  fame;  and  which  muft  afford  us  a  moll  dif^ 
mal  Prolpeft  of  what  we  are  to  expeft,  Ihould 
the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  fucceed  in  their  Defigns, 
of  acquiring  an  Univerfal  Monarchy. 

The  Security  of  our  Trade^  is  another  powerful 
Argument  for  our  entring  into  a  War  againfl 
France.    How  they  injure  us  in  the  Woollen  Ma- 
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nufaBory^  by  running  our  Wool,  and  epticing  ar 
way  our    Workmen  in  that  Branch  of  Trade, 
whereby  they   underfel  us  in  Foreign  Markets., 
%o  our  great  Lofs  and  Detriment,   is  notorioufly 
known  to  all.     The  great  Depredations  the  Spa- 
niards have  committed  on  our  Ships  trading  to 
the  Weft  IndieSy  to    the  utter  undoing  of  many- 
Families,  is  what  our  Merchants  have  fatally  ex- 
perience for  many  pad  Years  ;  and  yet  how  little 
docs  the  S^anijh  Court  regard  the  Cotfiplaints  oi  our 
Merchants^  or  the  preffing  Inftances  oi  our  Mifii^ 
JierSy  for  a  Redrefs  of  their  Grievances,  and  to 
receive  Satisfaction   wherein  they  have  fuffcred. 
Alas !  they  are  deaf  to  every  reafonable  Propo- 
sition of  that  Kind^  and  if  they  are  longer  per- 
mitted to  interrupt  that  Branch   of  our   Trade, 
and  which  only  a  War  can  prevent,  we  muft  lay 
afide  all   Thoughts   of  trading    any    farther  in 
tfaofe  Parts. 

What  was  obferv'd  by  one,  who  had  wellcon- 
(ider'd  the  Interell  of  England,  with  regard  to 
France  and  Spain,  in  the  Year  1705.  much 
dclcrvcs  our  Notice.  Says  he,  **  As  by  the  Ac- 
"  ceffion  of  the  Duke  of  Anjou,  the  French 
^'  King's  Grandfon,  to  the  Throne  of  Spain, 
"  that  Monarchy  and  France  appear  now  to  be 
**  but  0/;^  Go'vcrnmerity  in  refpeft  to  moll  of  the  other 
"  Powers  of  Europe  ;  fo  it  is  abfolutely  the 
*'•  Interefi  of  England  to  break  that  Umofi ;  with- 
'^  out  which  they  are  in  inevitable  Danger  of  lojing 
**  for  ever  their  Trade ^  not  only  with  Spain ^  but 
"  alfo  even  in  the  Streights  and  the  Le'vant  itfelf, 

*' If  it  was  for  the  Intereft  of  England 

*'  (as  adually  it  was)  to  engage  in  io  expenfive 
*'  a  War,  about  feventeen  Years  ago,  for  the 
*'  curbing  the  exorbitant  Power  of  France,  it 
*'  appears  to  be  fo  much  more  now,    when  by 
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^'  the  Acceffion  of  fo  vail  a  Monarchy  as  that  of 
*^  Spain,  and  the  Treafures  of  the  Weft  hdies^ 
**  the  French  King  appears  more  than  ever,  in 
**  a  Conditian  to  hid  fair  once  more  for  that  univerfal 
**  Monarch)\X.Q  the  obtaining  of  which  he  hsis  facri' 
*'  foed  fuch  intmenfe  Treafures ^  and  fo  ^^^^i^jv  /^«;?- 
'*  dred  thou f and  Souls." 

We  have  lince  found  by  vi^oful  Experience, 
every  Part  of  this  verified ;  and  if  in  the  Year 
1705.  thefe  Confiderations  were  good  Reafons 
for  continuing  the  War  then,  they  ought  to  be 
cfteemed  more  powerful  ones  to  begin  it  again 
now,  lince  Spain  is  not  only  poflefs'd  by  one  of 
the  Houfe  of  Boui^bon,  but  alfo  Naples  and 
Sicily.  The  Danger  whereof  to  England  was 
fully  heretofore  rcprefented  to  King  Charles  II. 
j^nno  1677.  ^y  ^^^^  Lords  and  Commons  in  their 
Addrelles.  They  obferv'd,  *'  T'hat  the  Interefl  of 
**  his  Majejly  and  the  Safety  of  his  People,  were 
*'  highly  concerned  in  the  Security  and  Preferva- 
*'  tion  of  the  Spanilh  Netherlands  ;  and  that  it 
*^  was  of  great  Importance  to  our  Trade ^  that  Sicily 
*'  he  not  in  the  Hands  of  the  French  King." 

Let  me  farther  add,  that  the  Ambition  of  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon  is  fo  infatiable,  that  without 
a  War,  no  Peace  will  be  fatisfadtory,  it  being 
their  Intereft  to  be  at  War,  till  abfolute  Mo- 
narchy is  obtained.  Befides,  it  ought  to  be  con- 
fidercd  that  the  younger  Brothers  of  the  French 
Nobility  and  Gentry,  are  to  make  their  For- 
tunes by  War,  it  being  that  on  which  they  chief- 
ly depend,  to  fupport  their  Character,  fo  that 
War  may  not  improperly  be  called  their  Trade; 
and  if  they  were  not  cmptcfd  Jhroad,  they  would 
by  a  mutinous  Popularity^  foon  become  trouhlcfeme 
gnd  uneafy  at  Ho?ne. 
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Indeed,  if  France  was  to  live  long  in 
Peace,  it  would  be  difficult,  if  not  impcifible, 
for  their  Kings  to  keep  their  Marllrals,  Dukes, 
and  chief  Nobility,  in  a  State  oi  Dependance  on 
the  Crorjjn  -,  (ince  their  Pride,  Ambition,  and  luxu- 
rious Life,  could  not  be  fupported  without  mi- 
litary Commands,  Offices,  and  Governments  in 
the  conquered  Places.  But  as  thefe  are  Reafcns 
why  War,  and  not  Peace,  is  both  their  Intereft  and 
Inclination,  fo  are  they  no  lefs  very  powerful 
Confideratiors  and  Motives,  for  our  engaging  in 
a  War,  as  we  may  thereby  anticipate  their  po- 
litical Views,  and  prevent  their  Conquefts  in 
Time,  before  they  acquire  fuch  Power  as  will  be 
infuperable,  and  not  poflible  to  be  reftrainM. 

But  perhaps  fome  will  fay,  if  Things  are  as  I 
have  reprefented  them,  why  did  we  not  affilt  the 
Emperor  fooner  ?  And  that  now  it  is  too  late, 
when  he  has  loft  his  Italian  Dominions.  This 
Point  I  will  beg  leave  to  conlider  in  the  beft  Man- 
ner I  can. 

•As  the  Defign  of  this  little  Piece,  is  not  in- 
tended either  to  jtijify  or  conderan^  the  IP  art  our 
Minijiry  have  a^ed,  my  Views  being  only  to  ani' 
jnate  and  excite  in  us  a  Refolution  to  defend  our  Li" 
hertieSy  and  that  of  Europe,  from  the  prefent 
dangerous  Attempts  of  the  Bourhon  Family^  to 
deftroy  them  ;  and  in  regard  I  am  not  privy  to, 
or  apprized  of,  the  Reafons  inducing  the  paft  or 
future  intended  Meafures  of  his  Majefty,  in  fo 
important  a  Concern  ;  it  cannot  be  expe6}ed  from 
me,  to  urge  with  infallible  Certainty ^  the  Motives 
influencing  his  Majejfy's  Condud.  Princes  and 
their  Minifters  muit  in  the  Reafon  and  Nature  of 
Things,  have  the  beft  and  trueft  Intelligence,  and 
firft  Notice  of  the  Defigns  and  Intrigues  of  other 
Courts  -J  it  is  therefore  juft  and  realbnable,  thac 
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fuch  Advantages  fo  peculiar  to  them,  Ihould  be  not 
only  confiderM  and  allow'd,  but  alfo,  that  a  due 
regard  be  paid  to  their  fuperior  Knowledge  in 
thofe  Particulars.  Thus  much  I  thought  need- 
ful to  obferve,  leaft  I  might  be  cenfund  for  being 
Yofh  and  impertinent'^  with  humble  Deference 
then  it  is,  that  I  beg  leave  to  offer  my  Senti- 
ments in  an  Affair  fo  nice  and  delicate. 

I  believe  then  every  judicious  Perfon,  will  ad- 
mit it  to  be  an  Inftance  of  great  Wifdom  and  Pru- 
dence in  his  Majefty,  that  he  did  not  precipi*^ 
tately  plunge  the  Nation  into  a  War,  without 
previoufly  endeavouring  amicably  to  reconcile  and 
adjuft  the  Differences  in  Difpute,  between  the 
contending  Powers.  Such  a  mediating  Part  be- 
ing expreffed  or  implied  in  the  Treaties  of  all 
Princes  in  Alliance,  previous  to  any  Declaration 
of  Affiftance.  Befides,  as  fuch  a  Procedure,  is 
highly  reafonable  in  itfelf,  fo  to  a6t  otherwife, 
would  often  be  exceeding  dangerous  for  any  Al- 
ly ;  as  it  might  provoke  the  Enemy  of  an  Ally 
to  turn  his  Arms,  againfl  the  Power  fought  to 
for  AfTiftance,  before  they  could  be  in  a  Pofture 
to  defend  thcmfelves,  much  lefs  able  to  affill  fuch 
an  Ally;  and  in  the  prefent  Cafe,  it  was  undoubt- 
edly molt  proper  fo  to  do,  in  regard  to  our  T'rade^ 
as  it  would  have  been  of  infinite  Prejudice  to  our 
Merchants y  whofe  Ships  and  Effeds  would  moft 
certainly  have  been  feized  bythe  French  and 
Spaniards,  had  we  declared  a  War,  before  they 
had  timely  Notice  thereof,  or  that  we  by  our 
Fleet  could  have  defended  them  from  Danger. 

Befides,  our  own  Situation  during  the  laft 
Year's  Campaign,  ought  alfo  to  be  taken  into 
Confideration  ;  a  Period  of  Time,  no  doubt,  cal- 
culated on  purpofe  by  France  and  her  Allies, 
for  executing  their  projected  Schemes  againg  the 
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Emperor.  We  all  know  it  was  when  the  Nation 
-  was  oblig'd  to  make  choice  of  a  newReprefentative 
m  Parliament :  When  our  Feuds  and  Animolities 
were  at  a  great  Height ;  when  the  Seeds  of  Di- 
vifion  and  Difcord,  which  had  been  before  fown 
among  us,  by  the  vigilant  Induftrv',  the  artful 
Inlinuations,  of  that  Arch- Agent ^  and  Solicitor^ 
General  to  the  Enemy  of  oi\r  Peace,  our  Trade 
and  Religion,  wonderfully  became  fruitful,  to 
encreafe  our  Diffentions  and  unhappy  Differences. 
When  an  Enemy  within  our  own  Bowels,  by  a 
Weekly  Lihel,  infulted  our  King,  our  Miniftry  and 
former  Parliaments,  to  render  them  low  and  de- 
spicable in  the  Minds  of  the  People  •  thereby  to 
alienate  the  Affeftions  of  the  Friends  to  the  pre-* 
fent  Government ,  and  animate  our  Enemies  with 
Hopes  of  fuccecding  in  their  Meafures,  by  the 
help  of  their  old  darling  Maxim,  Divide  ^  Im- 
pera.  JVhen  had  the  then  Parliament  encourag'd 
a  War  againft  France  and  her  Allies,  yet  ic 
could  not  be  certain  whether  a  new  Parliament 
would  have  concurred  therein.  Such  an  incon- 
fiftent  Condu<^  might  have  been  the  Cafe,  and 
was  what  the  Enemy  aimed  at,  and  which  would 
have  naturally  afforded  fuch  an  Inflance  of  our 
Diviiions  and  Inflability,  as  could  not  but  have 
given  them  great  Advantage  over  us.  That  we 
therefore  did  not  aflift  the  Emperor  the  laft  Year's 
Campaign,  difcovers  no  Want  of  Inclination  to 
have  done  it,  had  the  Situation  of  our  own  Dc- 
mellic  Affairs  permitted  it,  nor  yet  of  any  Neg- 
le6t  or  Mifconduct  in  our  Miniflers,  but  is  a  mofl 
convincing  Proof,  of  the  great  Prudence  and 
Wifdom  both  of  his  Majefty  and  his  Mini- 
fters. 
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But  perhaps  it  will  be  farther  objected,  that 
allowing  the  Reafonablenefs  of  what  is  alledged 
as  to  the  laft  Campaign,  yet  it  is  inexcufable,  that 
we  did  not  affift  the  Emperor  this,  and  thereby 
have  faved  Part  of  Italy.  At  £rft  Sight  this 
feems  plaulible,and  I  own  my  felf  to  have  been  once 
of  the  fame  Mind  \  but  permit  me  to  make  one  Sup- 
pofition,  and  which,  if  true,  then  this  Objection, 
inllead  of  proving  our  Minifters  guilty  of  any 
Negie6t  or  Remifnefs  towards  the  Emperor,  or, 
of  Difregard  to  the  Liberties  of  Europe  j  that 
it  will  evince  the  Truth  to  be  quite  the  reverfe; 
and  alfo  fupply  me  with  another  Argument  to 
demonflrate  the  prefent  Inlincerity  of  France> 
and  their  Aim  to  acquire  Univerfal  Empire. 

I  then  beg  leave  to  fuppofe,  that  France  and 
her  Allies,  this  laft  Winter  gave  due  Encourage- 
ment to  the  Maritime  Powers,that  they  would  ac- 
cept of  their  Mediation,  to  adjuft  the  Differences 
between  them  and  the  Powers  at  War,  and  by  an 
Accommodation,  prevent  a  further  Rupture  in 
Europe  ;  and  will  any  fay,  that  fo  realonable  a 
Proportion,  ought  to  have  been  rejected  by  us 
and  the  Dutch,  when  it  might  have  the  Ap- 
pearance and  Probability  of  Succefs?  I  believe 
not.  If  then  on  Enquiry  it  appears  this  was  Facft, 
and  yet  after  all  France  and  her  Allies  never 
intended,  after  all  our  good  Offices,  to  come  in- 
to any  Pacific  Meafures,  but  only  made  ufe  of 
fuch  Artifices  to  amufe  and  divert  the  Maritime 
Powers,  from  afTilling  the  Emperor,  under  a  fpe- 
cious  Pretence  of  regarding  their  Mediation,  and 
accepting  a  Plan  of  Accommodation,  when  it  was 
not  in  reality  their  Intention.  I  fay,  fuppofing 
this  to  be  the  Cafe,  and  that  they  thus  trifled  in 
a  Concern  of  the  moft  folcmn  and  ferious  Na- 
ture 
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ture,  then  Great  Britain  and  Holland  will 
be  amply  juftificd  in  their  pall:  Neutrality  ,  and 
the  criminal  Conduct  of  France  and  her  Allies, 
in  ad:ing  with  fo  much  Bafenefs  and  Difingenu- 
ity,  as  during  this  Treaty,  never  to  intend  Peace 
on  any  reafonable  Terms,  will  become  evident 
and  notorious.  I  hope  to  give  a  moral  Proof  of 
the  Truth  of  each. 

That  France  and  her  Allies,  made  the  Ma- 
ritime Powers  believe  they  would  accept  a  Plan 
of  Accommodation,  in  order  to  prevent  the  far- 
ther Progrefs  of  War,  evidently  appears  from 
the  Declarations  of  that  Court^  as  well  as  from 
the  Thing  itfelf;  it  being  abfurd  to  imagine,  the 
Mediators  would  have  offered  any  Plan,  unlefs 
fome  Encouragement  was  given,  of  its  Accept- 
ance, in  Part,  or  at  leall  as  a  Bqfis  for  a  general 
Treaty.  That  fuch  Plan  was  prepared  by  the 
Maritime  Powers,  and  prefented  to  the  allied 
Crowns,  nq  one  difputesj  that  the  fame  was  e- 
lleemed  reafonable  by  the  Mediators,  and  yet 
moft  fcornfully  reje(51ed,  has  been  before  obferv'd  ; 
and  both  which,  yet  more  fully  appears,  by  the 
Memorial  of  his  Excellency  Mr.  \\'alpole  at 
the  Hagi'.e^  and  the  States  General  Refolution 
thereon. 

His  Excellency  obfervcs,  "  That  there  was 
"  Room  to  hope,  thits  Plan'  would  have  had 
'*  the  defired Effect ;  but  contrary  to  the  reafonahk 
"  Especfatiou  ot  his  Majefly  and  their  High 
"  Mightincllcs,  and  after  aVeLiy  oi  mors  thanfa'O 
"  Mojiihs^  in  a  Orijis  the  moft  delicate  that  could 
*'  be,  it  has  been  ahfoiutely  rej(:5hd  by  the  three 
"  allied  Crowns  *  and  the  Annijlice  propofed  at 
"  the  fame  Time,  and  upon  which  the  Maritime 
**  Powers  in  a  pjrti.cnhir  Ma:iner  hiftjied^  was 
*'  hadsd  with  Reltridions  and  Difficulties  of  fuch 

I  "  long^ 
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^^  long  Difcuflion,  that  no  Hopes  could  be  con- 
^^  ccived  of  regulating  it  in  Time,  to  pre'Vent  the 
''  Operations  oithis  Campaign/' 

The  firft  Refolution  of  the  States  on  occafion 
of  this  Memorial  was,  "  That  there  is  no  room  at 
**  prefent  to  be  fatisfied  with  the  Powers  at  War, 
*'  feeing  after  a  conjiderahk  Time  Icfi^  they  thought 
*'  proper  toreje^  the  Plan  of  Accomodation,  the 
^^  Conditions  of  which  appeared  very  reafotjahleJ^^ 

From  whence  it  is  plain  and  evident,  that  the 
Maritime  Powers  were  encouraged  by  the  allied 
Crowns,  to  believe  they  would  accept  fo  reafon- 
able  a  Plan  as  might  have  ended  in  Peace,  and 
they  no  lefs  intimate,  that  they  had  been  impo- 
fed  on  by  a  ftrangc  Delay  of  Time,  and  that  o- 
therwife  they  Ihould  have  taken  different  Mea- 
fureS).  and  pre'vented  the  Operations  of  this  Catn^ 
paign. 

And  yet  that  the  allied  Crowns  were  not  m 
earnefl  to  accept  of  the  Mediators  good  Offices 
to  cffe6):  a  Peace,  moft  certainly  appears  from 
their  rejecting  every  Article  of  the  propofed 
Plan  ;  becaufe  they  well  knew,  that  had  they  ap- 
proved of  Part,  it  would  have  afforded  faffici- 
ent  Grounds  for  agreeing  to  a  Congrefs,  and  in 
the  mean  Time  a  Sufpenlion  of  x\rms,  which 
were  Points  they  fought  carefully  to  avoid.  No, 
their  Defign  was  only  to  raife  in  us  and  the  Dutch 
afl  Expeftation  of  one  or  both,  till  fuch  Time  as 
the  Seafon  of  the  Year  was  pafl,  for  us  to  affift  the 
Emperor,  and  that  in  the  Interim  they  might  at- 
tack him  with  the  greater  Advantage.     But  fure- 

ly  fuch  an  Inftance  of  T y,  ought  never  to 

be  forgot  by  the  Maritime  Powers,  but  fhould  ra- 
ther infpire  them  to  a  Relentment  equal  to  fuch 

Treatment,   in  fo  evidently  making  D — s 

©f  both.  Nations.    And  their  fo  peremptorily  re- 

fufing, 
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fufing  the  Mediation  of  England  and  Holland, 
to  procure  a  Peace  without  more  Bloodlhed,  is 
no  lefs  than  a  tacit  Declaration,  that  the  Empire, 
and  univerfal  Conquelt,  are  their  latent  and  con- 
cealed Views. 

I  think  then  from  a  conjedtural,  perhaps,  a 
true  and  folid  Way  of  Reafoning,  it  is  fully  de- 
monftrated  that  his  Majefly's  Conduct  in  this  im- 
portant Concern,  has  been  as  prudent  as  the  Cir- 
cumftances  and  Neceffity  of  Affairs  and  Things 
would  admit  of;  and  Ihould  it  be  Fa6t,  that  we 
have  been  deceived  by  France  and  her  Allies, 
it  is  tbelr  faulty  but  w/  ourSj  unlefs  we  permit 
them  to  do  it  a^aift ;  which  I  hope  will  be  pre- 
vented by  our  entering  into  a  War,  for  the  Rea- 
fons  given. 

But  if  after  what  has  been  fuggefted,  why  2 
War  was  not  fooner  prudent  or  expedient,  any 
ftiould  ftill  think  it  a  great  Omiifion  that  we  did 
not  more  early  engage  therein,  yet  that  Objection, 
if  a  true  one,  can  never  be  a  good  Reafon  why 
we  muft  not  do  it  now.  For  is  a  Miftake  ever 
rectified  by  a  Perfeverance  in  the  famcMeafures? 
Surely  not ;  no  more  than  it  ought  to  inlinuate, 
that  it  would  htjafl  to  refle6l  on  thofe  who  com- 
mitted the  Error,  if  it  was  one  ;  becaufe  no  Man, 
or  Number  of  Men,  is  in  this  State  exempted 
from  human  Frailty,  but  are  all  liable  to  be  de- 
ceived and  miftakcn,  and  which  Great  Minds  are 
never  alhamed  to  acknowledge.  Our  immortal 
William,  whole  Wildom  and  Knowledge  in  Po- 
liticks, as  well  as  Valour  and  great  Courage,  all 
Europe  experienced,  yet  that  Great  Prince,  in  a 
Speech  on  one  of  the  molt  folemn  Occafions, 
Hiiiory  can  afford,  did  generoufly  confefs,  that 
he  had  been  miltaken  ;  I  mean  at  the  Hague  Con- 
grefs,  when  the  Grand  Alliance  againli  France 

I  2  was 
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was  formed.  And  as  the  whole  Speech  is  wor- 
thy Attention,  our  prefent  Circumftances  being 
equally  dangerous,  I  beg  leave  to  tranfcribe  it. 
His  Majelty  thus  addreffed  himfelf  to  that  lUuf- 
trious  Affembly. 

"  That  the  imminent   Dangers  wherein  they 
"  found  themfelves,   fufficiendy    difcovered  the 
'^  Errors   that  had  been  committed  ;   fo  that  he 
*'  needed   not    ufe  many  Arguments,   to    fhew 
*'  them  the  Neceffity  of  taking  jr^^r  and  better 
*'  Meafiircs ;  that  in  the  Circumftances  they  were 
*'  in,  it  was  not  a  Time  to  deliberate,  but  K&. 
*'  That  the  Enemies  were  Mailers  of  all  the  chief 
"  FortrefTes,  that  were  the  Barrier  of  the  Com- 
'■^  mon  Liberty  ;  and  that  he  would  quickly  pof- 
"  fefs  himfelf  of  all  the  reft,  if  a  Spirit  of  Divi- 
"  fon,    Slownefs,   and  particular  Intereft   con- 
'•■  tinued  among  them  :  That  every  one  ought  to  re- 
*^  main  perfuaded,  that  their  refpe^live  particular 
*'  Interefts  were  comprized  in  the  general  one  : 
*'  That  the  Enemies  Forces  were  veryftrong,  and 
'*  that  they  would  carry  Things  like  a  Torrent 
*'  before  them :  That   it  was   in  vain  to  oppofe 
>'  Complaints,  and  fruidefs  Clamiours,  or  unpro- 
*'  fitable  Proteftations  againlt  Unjuftice:  That  it 
**  was  neither  the  Refolution  of  a  barren  Dyet, 
''  nor  the  Hopes  of  fome  Men  of  Fortune,  (ari- 
*'  ling  from  frivolous  Foundations)  but  Soldiers, 
*'  ftrong  Armies,  and  a  prompt  and  fincerc  Union, 
**  between  all  the  Forces  of  the  Allies,  that  mull: 
*'  do   the  Work  ;    and  that  thcfe  too  muft  be 
'^  brought    to   oppofe   the  Enemy  without  De- 
^^  lay,  it  they  would  put  a  flop  to  his  Conquclls, 
*'  and  fnatch   out  of  his  Hands  the  Liberty  of 
"  EuRopF,  which  he  held  already  under  a  heavy 
<^  Yoke/: 

And 
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And  i£  in  the  Year  16^0.  it  was  judged  ahfo- 
lately  }tecejfar)\  for  fo  many  Princes  and  States  as 
appeared  at  this  Congrefs,  to  alTociate  together, 
and  confederate  in  a  Grand  Alliance  againft 
France,  for  the  Prefervation  of  the  European 
Liberties,  how  much  greater  Reafon  does  the  pre- 
fent  Circumftances  of  Affairs  fuggeft,  for  another 
[olemn  Alliance^  if  pofiible,  more  potent  and  ex- 
cenlive. 

However,  Ihould  the  Court  of  Great  Bri- 
tain in  the  prefent  Situation,  after  fuch  De- 
monftrations  of  Danger  from  the  formidable  Pow- 
er of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  *  Enter  into  no 
^  Meafurcs  of  Defence  with  any  neighbouring 
«  States  and  Princes ;    take  no  Steps  to  prevent 

*  the  Mifchief  threatned ;  who  would  not  (as  a 

<  very  eminent  Author  truly  obferved  on  Occa- 

<  fion  of  the  Alliance  between  the  Emperor  and. 

*  Spain,  recent  in  our  Memory,;  rife  up  and  de- 
'  mand  an  Account  of  fuch  Condu6t  from  thofc 
'  who  alone  are  to  anfwer  for  it  ?  who  would 
^  not  join  in  faying,  ''  Is  this  the  Vfa^efitjo 
'*  be  given  to  a  hraiJe  and  confidering  People?  Is 
"  this  the  Watchfulnefs  of  thofe^  whofe  Duty  it 
''  is  to  attend  every  diftant  View  of  Danger  ?  Or, 
<'  do  they  think  fo  meanly  of  tis,  and  the  whole 
"•  Nation^  that  we  can  fee  nothing  but  what  we 
"  fee} ;  and  that  we  have  a  Senfe  of  no  Evil  but 
*'  what  \s prefent  ;  or,  that  we  are  fo  made,  that 
"  a  little  Espence^  would  affright  us  from  prefer- 
*'  ving  our  Jll;  Or,  reduced  to  ^o  lozv  a  Condi- 
"  tion  of  Prjerfy,  that  we  can't  purchafe  or  fur- 
"  n'lih  out  even  Self-Defencezo  ourfelves?  Were 
*'  not  other  Princh  and  Stntes  threatned  by  the 
*^  fame  Danger,  and  ready  to  unite  with  us?^ 
*'  Muft  our  Fleet,  the  Glory'  (as  it  is  called)  of 
*'  this  Land,  lie  itill  and  decny,  rather  than  be 

^'  made 
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'^  made  our  Bulwark  ?  Our  Fleet  falfly  call'd  our 
Gloryy  but  mdeed  our  Shame,  whilft  it  is  laid 
afide  as  ufelefs,  at  a  Time  when  that  alone 
might  make  us  look  too  formidable  in  Europe^ 
to  be  mfulted  or  affronted  ?  Or,  does  even  this 
Expence  which  circulates  chiefly  among  our- 
felves,  appear  too  formidable  to  a  Nation y 
*'  which  thofe  around  it  en'vy^  as  the  Centre  of 
Riches  and  Plenty  f^  But  v/hy  do  we  fpeak  of 
Expence  ?  It  is  this  Method  of  Indolence 
and  Inacii'vity  upon  fuch  an  Occafion,  which 
muft  bring  after  it  an  Expence  much  greater  in 
it/elf  and  much  more  hazardous  in  its  Effe6t,  as 
Time  Ihall  add  Strength  to  the  Danger  threat- 
ned:  An  Expence y  which  mu^  increafe  our  Dehty 
and  at  the  fame  Time  diminijh  the  Hopes  of 
^*  paying  it.  What  Account  can  we  give  of 
*'  fuch  a  Treatment  of  this  Nation  ?  As  we  can 
*'  find  none  in  all  the  known  Meafures  of  Poli- 
"  tical  Prudence^    we   muft  fearch  for  it  fomc 

''  where  elfe.- There  muft  be  fecret  Reafons 

*'  for  fuch  a  Conduft ;  and  perhaps  thefe  may 
*'  lie  in  the  Riches  oi  Spain,  fuifered  to  come 
"  fafely  home,  to  ftrengthen  and  confolidate  the 
^'  moft  dangerous  Conjun^ion^  that  ever  yet  ap- 
**  peared  in  Europe.*'    *  This  and  much  more 

*  might  juftly  be  urged,  upon  the  Suppofition  of 

*  a  negligent  and  unaBi've  Condu6i:  in  this  Crijis 

*  oi  Danger  ;  and  what  Reply  to  make  to  it,  I 
^  profefs  I  think  it  utterly  impoflible   to  tell/.  * 

If  then  it  was  neceffary  to  arm  the  Nation, 
with  fuch  moving  and  powerful  Arguments,  to 
defend  themfelves  againft  the  Danger  that  might 
have  accrued  from  that  Alliance,  as  undoubtedly 
It  was,  it  becomes  no  lefs  politically  prudent  to 
do  it  at  this  Time,  againft  Alliances  and  Schemes 

*  Enquiry  Into  the  Condfiii  o/Grear  Britain,  p.  1 10. 

of 
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of  more  fatal  Tendency  to  the  Liberties,  not  of 
Great   Britain  only,    but   of  all  Europe; 
and   the   Reafons  given   by  that   great  Anchor, 
to  animate   our  Refolutions  then,    arc   equally 
ftrong  and  convincing  now  ;  and  ought  no   lefs 
to  be  deemed  fufficient  to  obviate  the   Difficul- 
ties, thatfome  may  pretend  and  urge  as  to  the 
Expefjcey  and  our  prefent  Incapacity  to  engage  in  a 
War ;  Reafons   which  I  apprehend  are  fo   clear 
and  folid,  as  to  render  it  needlefs  for  me  to  en- 
large  on  that  Head  ;  fince  our  Fleet  is  as  pow- 
erful, our  Kingdom  as   rich,  our  Caufe  as  juft, 
and  the  InclinatiGtis  of  the  People  for  a  War,  more 
hearty  and  unanimous,  than   at  that  kfs  critical 
Period  of  Time.  , 

Thus  I  have,  by  a  varieus  Notoriety  of  FaSis^ 
maintained  the  T'nith  of  my  Argument  to  theSa- 
tisfadion  I  hope  of  every  impartial  Perfon,  at 
leaft  fuch  as  are  true  Ifraelites  indeed,  and  not 
pretended  Patriots.  What  remains,  but  that  we 
in  Time  improve  the  Hints  given  of  the  pre- 
fent enterprizing  dangerous  Views  of  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon,  and,  if  poiTible,  prefervs 
the  Balance  of  Power  in  Europe,  before  it  ts  loji 
heyond  Remedy.  The  Emperor  in  the  aforemen- 
tioned Memorial,  moft  folemnly  aflurcs  us, "  That 
«  the  Prefervation  of  this  Balance  is  the  only  Ob- 
<«  jed  of  all  his  Wifties,  of  all  his  Applications, 
«  and  of  all  the  extraordinary  Efforts  he  makes 
<*  to  prevent,  if  pofliblc,  his  luccumbing  under  a 
*^  Weight,  which  for  nine  Months  paft  he  has 
«'  born  in  a  Manner  fingular  and  alone/*_  And  moft 
certainly  We  and  Holland,  are  as  highly  con- 
cerned therein  as  the  Emperor. 

It  is  the  Obfervation  of  that  eminent  Statef- 
man  Pufendorf,  who  was  perfedly  Mafter  of 
the  true    Intercft  cf  Kingdoms,    That   «  the 

V'  chiefeft 
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**  chiefeft  Intereft  of  England  was  to  keep  up 
*'  the  Balance  betwixt  France  and  Spain,  and 
"  to  take  fpecial  Care,  that  the  King  of  France 
*'  does  not  become  Mafter  of  all  the  Notherlands ; 
"  for  it  is  viiible  that  thereby  his  Power  at  Sea 
"  would  be  encreafed   to  that  Degree,  that  he 
*'  might  enter  on  a  Dcfign  fatdl  to  England." 
That  the  Hollanders  '*  ongk/t  to  fraud  in  great 
*'  fearoi  France  on  the  Land  Side,  efpecialiy, 
* '  lince  that  King  is  their  great  Eneraj\  having  cp^ 
"  pofed  for  a  conjiderahle  fime   all  their  Deft  ins, 
*'  That,  they  mult  endeavour  the  Prefervation  of 
*'  theSpANisHNETHERLANDs,whichthey  ought 
*'  to  coniideras  their  Frontier,  and  fuch  a  Frontier, 
'^  as  obliges  Spain  always  tolide  with  Holland 
"  againft  France/'     He  obferves  of  Germany, 
''  That  France  alone  may  do  more  Mi  [chief  to 
*'  the   Germans,  than    an^j  of  the  reft  of  their 
*'  Neighbours  ;  tho'  it  is  not  ealily  to  befuppo- 
'*  fed,  that  if  France  foould  attack  Germany 
*'  in  good  Earneji^  all  the  reft  of  Evkope  would  he 
''  Lookers-on:  ^//? //Germany  be  diraded  within 
"  it f elf  fo  that  either  one  Party  Jhould  join  with 
"  France,  or  that  the  reft  /houldftand  Neuters  till 
''  France  has  devoured  the  neighbouri/ig  States y 
"  then  nothing  but  fatal  Confequences  can  attend  it/* 
The  Intereft   of  England,  Holland,    and 
GERMANY,astoFRANcE,isherefofullydefcribed, 
and  exadly  parallel  to  our  prefent  Cafe,  that  it 
needs  no  Comment ;  it  ought  only  to  be  remark- 
ed,    that    when    Pufendorf     wrote,     Spain 
was   not  in    the  Houfc    of   Bourbon,  fo  that 
Spain's   Intereft  is  now  to  fide  with  France, 
and  not  with  Holland. 

Let  then  the  aforefaid  Confiderations  and  moft 
certain  Truths  prevail  with  us  to  have  a  watchfil 
Eye  on  the  declared  Enemies  to  our  Peace  and 

Tran- 
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Tranquility,  cmr  Liberty  and  Religion,  v/hethcr 
their  Attempts  to  annoy  us  be  at  a  diflance  and 
remote,  or  at  Hand  and  nearer  at  home,  lince  ic 
plainly  appears,  that  if  the  Emperor  is  onccfuh- 
dtiedy  our  Ruin,  tho'  a  little  pjlponed^  is  no  kfs 
certain  and  ine'vitahle.  Let  the  Zeal  of  France 
to  enflave  Mankind,  emulate  ours  to  interpofe, 
and  in  Ttme  preferve  our  own  Liberties,  and  thofe 
of  our  Allies.  Let  Party  Divifions  ceafe  and  dif- 
appear  among  us,  that  with  one  Heart  and  Mind 
we  may  unite  to  defend  thofe  effential  Privi- 
leges, which  are  the  Glory  of  Princes,  and  the 
Happinefs  of  Subjeds  to  enjoy,  from  the  com- 
bin'd  Power  of  fuch  arbitrary  and  defpotic 
Kings,  as  take  Delight  in  the  Mifery  of  others, 
and  make  it  their  chief  Pleafure  and  Ambition, 
to  tyrannize,  enflave,  and  opprefs,  'and  if  pof- 
fible,  to  extinguiih  in  Man,  thofe  natural  Prin- 
ciples of  Self-Prefervation  and  Love  ot  Liberty, 
which  God  in  his  Creation  implanted  in  him. 
Let  us  reaifume  our  native  Martial  Courage,  and 
with  a  true  British  Spirit  exert  ourfelves,  and 
bid  Defiance  ^o  fuch  as  would  reduce  ;/A7?;j  Kings 
and  Princes  of  the  Earth  to  a  State  of  Dependen- 
cy, and  oblige  Nobles  and  Subjects  to  become 
VafTals  and  abje6l  Slaves,  to  the  imperious  ab- 
folute  Dictates  of  their  mercikfs  Will  and  un- 
limited Power.  Let  the  Patriotifm  of  our  Nobles 
and  Senators  appear,  by  turning  their  refenting 
Protells  and  eloquent  Speeches  towards  a  fufpect- 
ed  {iVid  it  may  he  after  all,  a  izife  and  -virtuous J 
Miniltry,  into  vigorous  Refolutions  more  worthy 
their  Regard  and  Notice  ;  to  meditate  Satif- 
fadtion  for  Attempts  of  a  more  certain  tatal 
Tendency,  both  to  themfelves  and  all  Euf.ope  ; 
to  refent  the  Indignity  offered  by  fome  Poten- 
tates, to  the  British  Crown  and  Nation,    in 

K  their 
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their  fo  abfolutely  rejecting  a  Plan,  that  all 
the  Powers  of  Europe  approved  of,  as  a  pro- 
per Bajisiox  2L  general  Treaty  of  Peace;  ex- 
cept thofe  haughty  imperious  Monarchs,  whofc 
voracious  Thirft  after  Povs^er,  cannot  be  fatisfied 
with  any  Advantage  lefs  than  the  Enjoyment  of 
tJniverfal  Empire,  and  an  uncontrouled  Domi- 
nion. Let  thefe  indifputable  Points,  thefe  mo- 
mentous Coniiderations,  fo  important  to  us  and 
our  Allies,  bear  Sway  in  the  Hearts  of  all  our 
Nobles,  Gentry,  and  Commonalty,  of  our  Bi- 
Ihops  and  Clergy,  of  all  Degrees  and  Orders 
of  Men,  all  Denominations  of  Chriftians  among 
us  ;  nay,  our  Dciils  and  Infidels  will  find  it  their 
Intereft  to  join  with  us,  againft  the  ^  encroaching 
Power  of  the  Bourbon  Family,  which,  without 
Reftraint,  will  be  as  fatal  to  the  Freedom  of  the 
Mind,  as  the  Rights  and  Properties  of  Mankind. 
And  let  the  Words  of  that  wife  and  judicious 
Prince,  our  glorious  Deliverer,  who  was  a  per- 
fe6t  Judge  of  the  true  Interefl  of  Europe,  re- 
main fixed  in  our  Minds,  *'  That  there  ought  to 
**  he  mother  Dijiin5iic7t  among  us ^  butojthofey  who 
*'  are  for  the  Proteflant  Religion^  and  the  prefent 
"  EJlahlifi?nent,  and  of  thofe  who  mean  a  Popifh 
"  Prince  and  a  ^K^Yicv.  Government."  Thcnfhall 
we  be  a  Match  for  thofe  who  envy  our  Felicity, 
and  feek  our  Deftru^tion  :  Then  may  we  think  to 
efcape  the  Scourge  we  too  much  deferve,  and  which 
our  anticr.c  Ally  does  moil  wofuUy  experience: 
Then  may  we  hope  to  be  delivered  from  that 
Power  which  fo  exalts  itfelf  Abroad,  and  lies  in 
wait  to  enllave  us  at  Home  :  Then  Ihall  we  aft  a 
confident  Part,  to  our  felves,  our  Allies,  and  the 
Reformation  ;  and  then  will  our  Enemies  fear, 
honour,  and  reverence  us. 

From 
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From  what  has  been  faid,  the  Conclufion  is 
both  eafy  and  natural ;  that  Ml  who  are  zea- 
loufly  attached  to  the  Intereft  of  his  prefent  Ma- 
jefty,  and  the  Succeflion  of  the  Grown  in  his 
Royal  Family  ;  M  who  are  finccrely  concerned 
for  the  Liberties  of  Europe  in  general,  andthofe 
of  Great  Britain  in  particular;  Jll  who 
wifh  well  to  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  this 
Kingdom,  and  would  have  it  flouriih  and  encreafe ; 
Jll  who  are  in  faft,  real  and  fincere  Protellants, 
and  not  fo  in  Profeffion  only,  and  would  have  a 
Protellant  Prince  to  fway  the  Sceptre  of  this 
Proteftant  Kingdom,  mull  and  will  confpire  in 
one  general  Sentiment,  that  the  exorbitant  Power 
of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  wants  Reftraint,  as 
much  as  the  Emperor  requires  immediate  AlTif- 
tance,  to  withftand  the  Attempts  of  his  Ene- 
mies, who  feem  to  have  concerted,  and  probably 
will  cfFeft  his  Expulfion  from  the  Imperial  Dig- 
nity, to  make  room  for  a  Bourbon,  or  at  leaft 
one  who  will  abet  and  countenance  the  ambi- 
tious and  enterprifing  Genius  of  that  afpiring  Fa- 
mily, to  obtain  Univerfal  Monarchy.  And  fmce 
the  Enemy  is  vigilant  and  fuccefsful,  and  per- 
haps not  fo  diftant  and  remote  from  Great  Bri, 
TAIN  and  Holland,  as  fome  would  infinuate, 
and  have  believed,  let  it  animate  in  us  all,  a 
true  Zeal  to  preferve  our  own  Liberties,  and 
;hofe  of  Europe, 


F    J     N    I    S\ 


[68  ] 

POSTSCRIPT. 

I  AM  fenfible  it  is  in  Politicks,  as  in  Religion, 
impofTible  for  the  Sentiments  of  one  to 
be  agreeable  to  all.  The  Difficulty  of  writ- 
ing on  fo  tender  a  Subject,  was  prefent  to  me, 
before  I  put  Pen  to  Paper,  yet  I  muft  confefs  it 
appeared  not  fo  difcouraging  till  after  I  had 
made  fome  Progrefs  therein.  However,  appre- 
hending it  might  be  of  Ufe  at  this  Jun6ture,  to 
refrefh,  if  not  inform,  the  Minds  of  our  Com- 
monalty, of  the  paft  and  prefent  dangerous 
Views  and  Attempts  of  the  Bourbon  Family 
and  French  Nation  j  all  the  ExpcSfatiofi  of  being 
ccnfured,  reproached,  and  flandered,  could  not 
deter  mc  from  offering  my  Mite  in  favour  of 
Univerfal  Liberty,  our  Trade  and  Commerce, 
our  Religion  as  Proteftants,  our  Properties  as 
Englishmen,  againft  the  combined  Projefts  of 
our  antient  and  moft  certain  Enemies;  and  if  in 
fo  laudable  but  difficult  an  Enterprize,  Excefs  of 
Affection  towards  the  Honour,  Power,  and  Dig- 
nity, of  nBritifb  Monarchy  the  Rights  and  pecu- 
liar Glory,  ofBritip  Subjecfs^  has  inadvertently 
drawn  from  me  any  Expreffion,  that  favours  of 
Afpcrity  in  Stile,  I  hope  my  Zeal  and  true  Re- 
gard, for  Points  fo  eliential,  and  of  fuch  ineflima- 
ble  Concern  to  this  Nation,  will  entitle  me  to 
-an  indulgent  Pardon  from  all  true  Britons  •  as 
alfo  for  any  involuntary  Slip  or  Miftake  that  \ 
may  have  been  guilty  of 

Some  perhaps,  without  conlldering,  will  fay, 
that  I  have  not  cbfervcd  a  proper  Decency  ol  Ex- 
prcliion  towards  the  crowned  Heads  of  France 
and   Spain;  my  Anfwcr  is,   that  every  Epithcc 

made 
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made  ufe  of,  is  taken  either  from  their  efpoufed 
Principles,  or  common  Practices  ;  from  Fa6ts 
they  cannot  deny,  or  which  the  Univerfe  bears 
Teftimony  to  the  Truth  of.  If  then  I  have  pro- 
duced Inltances  that  demonftrably  prove  their 
Treachery,  Infincerity,  and  Ambition,  to  poflefs 
abfoluts  and  univerfal  Empire,  do  not  their  Ac- 
tions in  fuch  Fa6tsjuftify  me,  in  charging  them 
with  being  treacherous,  infmcere,  and  ambitious  ? 

Again,  if  their  Conduct  to  us,  Holland,  and 
other  Powers,  has  been  haughty  and  imperious,  as  I 
think  fufEciently  appears  in  the  foregoing  Dif- 
courfe  ^  if  a  Min'ijier  of  Fr  a  n  c  e  ftiall  dare  to  fay,  the 
moft  wife  and  prudent  Conduct  ofourKingin  fend-^ 
ing  a  Fleet  to  Li  s  bon,  was  raflo  and  inconfiderate  *,  if 
the  Court  of  Spain,  fliall  prefume  to  take  the 
fame  Liberties  of  cenfuring  our  Meafures,  in  order 
to  render  defpicable  the  prefent  Adminiftration, 
may  not  a  true  Briton,  writing  in  Defence  of 
his  King  and  Country,  call  fuch  Treatment  haugh- 
ty and  imperious,  infolent  and  domineering  •  and 
it  may  be  hoped  thefe  modern  Inftances  of  the 
Pride  and  Elation  of  the  Bourbon  Family, 
will  have  a  Tendency  to  convince  all  of  their 
ambitious  Views,  and  to  determine  other  Powers 
no  longer  to  connive  at  their  gradual  progreffive 
Steps,  towards  attaining  their  perpetrated  Ends  ; 
for  which  Reafon  every  one  ought  to  have  fuffi- 
cient  Notice,  that  they  may  join  as  one  Man,  to 
oppofe  fuch  fatal  Attempts,  which  in  a  full  Ac- 
compliflimcnt,  will  be  found  dreadful  and  into- 
lerable to  all. 

Others  may  iniinuatc,  that  I  have  excited  the 
Kation  to  a  War,  againlt  fuch  Powers  as  his  Ma- 
jefty  neither  has,  nor  may  think  proper  to  declare 
vV'ar.  To  this  Ireply,lf  chat  flionld  be  the  Cafe, 
iny  Pefign  in  publixhing  this  v/ili  thereby  be  an- 
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fwered  ;  becaufe  I  no  way  queftion  but  if  his  Ma^ 
jelly  fhould  in  his  great  Wifdom  judge  it  impro- 
per to  enter  into  a  War,  that  yet  the  fame  or  equal 
Advantages  for  the  Emperor,  for  our  Merchants 
trading  to  the  Weji  Indies^  and  for  their  LolTes  al- 
ready iuflained  from  Spain,  will,  thro'  his  medi- 
ating good  Offices,  be  obtained  by  a  Treaty,  and 
the  Balance  of  Power  in  Europe  efFedually  fe- 
cured,  and  then  the  prefent  Reafons  for  a  War 
will  ceafc.  But  Ihould  his  Majcfty  find  it  ne- 
ceifary  to  engage  in  a  War,  then  fuch  a  Refolution, 
will,  from  what  has  been  offer'd,  be  fully  vindi- 
cated, to  the  Satisfadion,  I  hope,  of  all  Perfons  of 
good  Judgment  and  true  Difcernment,  as  well  as 
his  Majefty's  pall  Conduft,  in  not  doing  itfooner. 

But  it  may  be  urged,  that  the  Strength  of  this 
laft  Argument  depends  folely  on  the  Meafures  his 
Majelly  fhall  think  proper  to  take,  and  which  re- 
folves  It  into  his  Majefty's  Will.  To  this  I  anfwer 
as  before,  that  ashisMajefly  isbeft  appriz,'dof  the 
private  Situation  of  Foreign  Affairs^  knows  minute-f 
ly  and  exactly  the  Defigns  and  Intrigues  of  other 
princes,  (by  the  Help  of  fuch  Intelligence  as 
private  Perfons  are  deftitute  ofj  he  muft  of Courfe 
have  a  fuperior  Degree  of  Knowledge,  whereby  to 
direft  his  Will,  and  of  Confequence  be  the  moft 
perfect  Judge  of  fuch  Concerns. 

And  that  his  Will,  Inclination,  and  Intereft,  are 
equally  engaged  to  defend  us  againlt  the  encroach- 
ing Power  of  France,  is  apparent  from  this  one 
undeniable  Rcafon,  and  moft  authentic  Argument, 
that  the  Prefervation  of  the  British  Crown  to 
his  Majefly,  and  the  tranfmitting  of  it  to  the 
Branches  of  his  Royal  Houfe,  folely  depend  on 
this  Maxim,  That  Great  Britain,  the  Em- 
peror, the  States  of  Holland,  and  the  Protef- 
t,afJt  Religmy  Ihould  at   all  Times  be  effectually 

fecure^ 
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fecured  from  the  combin'd  Power,  and  exorbitant 
Encroachments  of  the  Bourbon  Race^  in  regard 
no  other  Expedients  can  poffibly  prevent  their fuc* 
cecdingin  thePurfuit  of  Univerfal  Monarchy.  So 
that  in  fad,  the  true  Intereft  of  his  Majelty  and 
his  Subjeds,  of  the  Emperor  and  States  of  Hol- 
land, are  one  and  the  fame,  being  reciprocal, 
mutual,  and  interwoven  with  each  other  ^  and 
can  we  fuppofe  his  Majefty  will  be  remifs  and 
negligent  in  confulting,  contriving,  and  refolving 
on  fuch  Meafures  as  will  tend  to  fecure  to  him- 
felf  a  Concern  fo  near  and  natural  as  the  PofTef- 
lionsofthe  British  Crown,  and  the  Entail  there- 
of to  his  own  Blood  ?  Or,  that  he  will  employ 
any  under  him  but  fuch,  whofe  Principles  and  Ac- 
tions have  always  been,  not  only  confiftent,  but 
ever  dedicated  to  the  fame  important  Views  ? 

Letjthen  no  one  queftion,  but  that  as  the  French 
King  aims  at  being  the  Head  of  the  Romijh  Per- 
fwalion,  fo  our  British  Princes,  who  are  De- 
fenders of  the  true  Chriftian  Faith,  will,  fo  long 
as  they  are  Protcftants,  always  think  it  their  Ho- 
nour and  Glory  to  patronize  and  fupport  the  Pro- 
teftant  Caufe.  From  a  conilant  Regard  to  a  Maxim 
fo  necelTary  and  elTential,  Queen  Elizabeth 
became  a  powerful  and  glorious  Princefs;  and  in 
the  Infancy  of  the  Reformation  Ihe  was  the 
great  Patronefs  of  the  Reformed,  in  Scotland, 
France,  and  the  Netherlands,  even  againft 
Sovereign  Princes  and  powerful  Enemies,  by 
which  her  Memory  is  facred  to  all  true  Proteftants, 
And  as  his  Majelty  has  not  fo  many  Difficulties 
to  encounter,  and  that  the  Proteftant  Intereft  is 
more  confiderable  now,  than  in  her  Time,  we 
may  reafonable  hope,  that  lince  his  Majefty 
both  profelfes  and  elpoufes  the  fame  Principles, 
fo  his   pious^  Endeavours  to  eftablilh  and  lecure 
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the  Proteftant  Religion,  and  the  Liberty  of  Na- 
tions, will  be  attended  with  the  like  Succefs, 
whereby  his  Name  will  be  rendered  equally  dear 
to  the  prefent  Age,  and  the  moft  diflant  Pofterity. 
To  conclude  in  the  Words  of  one  who  wrote  in 
the  Reign  of  King  Charles  II.  "  Thus  upon  the 
Whole,confider  ing  Fr  a  no  e  is  furnilhed  with  aKing 
•'  not  wanting  high  Thoughts  or  Activity,  lefs 
*'  cannot  be  expected  from  him,  than  to  Defign 
"  an  Univerfal  Monarchy,  which  confequently 
"  makes  it  the  common  Intereft  of  all  European 
'^  Princes  and  Satets  (as  they  value  their  own 
*'  Safety)  to  unite,  for  the  keeping  him  within 
"  Bounds  and  Limits."  Efpecially,  as  the  Kingdom 
of  Spain  that  formerly  was  a  Check  to  reftrain 
the  Excreflence  of  French  Power,  is  now  united 
with  France,  and  engaged  by  the  Ties  of  Blood 
and  other  political  Views,  to  enflave  Mankind  it 
is  to  be  feared,  and  then  divide  among  themfelves 
the  Rights  and  Dominions  of  all  other  Princes. 
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